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PREFACE. 


NCOURAGED not a by the Eulo- 
giums with which I have been honoured 
in private letters from ſeveral perſons, ſome 
of them the firſt in judgment and taſte, 
and ſome of them unknown to me before; 
but alſo; by thoſe which the Reviewers and 
Magazines of three different nations *, have 
ſo generouſly beſtowed on my Dramath: 
Eſſays, I have ventured to ſend forth this 
new edition of my Almeyda, or the Rival 
Kings; in which, I have on the en 

a an 


Be. See 1 others) the London Critical Review, 
of September, 1769 ; ditto of July, 1773, ditto of 
September, 1773. The Monthly Review of October, 
1773- The Hibernian Magazines of November, 
1772, and April, 1773; and the Edinburgh Maga- 


zine of February, 1774. ; 412 "1570 


PRE FACE. 


3 and by the advice of ſeveral of my ſame 
literary acquaintance, both in England ant 
Ireland, not only tranſpoſed the ſcenes in | 


ſeveral parts of the former editions, but have 
removed others which were not only not 
approved of by them, as too much glan- 
eing at ſome of the recent matters of politi- 


cal conteſt, but (as I was informed) had pre- 
vented its exhibition, and have inſerted 


others i in their ſtead. 


So that not only the Machinery, but alſo 


the fable and the diction have been abun- 
dantly altered in this new edition, and to 


my candid and judicious readers I ſhalt. 


no ſubmit it, by whom, if it ſhall be ap- 


proved, 1 ſhall be regardleſs of the malice 


of the envious, (a deal of which I have 


met with, as ſome of the public papers 


have neun in their wretched Billings. 
gate productions) or the diſlike and ſlight 
of the titled or the wealthy illiterate; the 
vain or diſſipated idler, or dull bufineſs- 
Plodder, and ſhall effectually comfort my- 
ſelf with the extatic joys of that ima- 


gination, which I have ſo had the honour | 
to be allowed me; of which joys no 


mortal can deprive me: and of which alſo, 
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PREFACE 


not the maſs of treaſuries nor the power f 
of greatneſs, i no, not even of Monarchs can. 


acquire or purchaſe the leaſt portion. But. 


my works muſt ſpeak for themſelves, not, 


only now, but when I ſhall be rotten in my 
grave. Yet this I can with ſafety ſay, that 
by any of them, either in this way, or 


in that of the profeſſion I am of, (at which, 

I notwithſtanding theſe amuſements dradged 
for thirty years and upwards) 1 never made 

as much, let their merit be what it may, as 
would pay for tranſcribing a fingle ſheet 
for the preſs. —In ſhort, both taſte and au- 


thors have been reduced ſo low by the 


ſmall encouragement, or rather diſcou- 


ragement they have theſe ſeveral years 
met with, that any of either worthy of no- 


tice, are ſcarcely to be heard of; ſo that, 


the benign influence of royalty can alone 


reſtore them, and draw forth latent 5 
into 1 9 


As for my political in for which | 


J have been as unjuſtly, as -ungenerouſly 


treated : I ſhall only add to what I have _ 


| faid thereon in my preface to the laft 
edition of my Siege of Tamor, that where 
attempts have been made to inflame the 


people | 


— 


i  PREFESCER 
people againſt Government, by repreſen- 
tations, falſe, as artful, 'and for private 


| purpoſes only, (as have been too often the 


caſe) I have on ſome of theſe occaſions, 
far as my abilities enabled me, endeavoured 


to undeceive the deluded, by my expla- 


nations of ſuch matters as from my pub- 
lic employments, and courſe: of reading 
therein, I might have better underſtood 
than many others, who were not ſo in- 
duced to enquire: and this without the 
leaſt expectation of any reward: nor did 
I ever thereby gain a ſhilling ; nor would 
I intentionally publiſh a line to the injury 
of my country, or its conſtitution, for all 
the wealth upon earth: and I can chal- 
Tenge the world to produce ſuch a line. 
Yet, theſe my diſintereſted, well intended 
endeavours, have notwithſtanding made all 
thoſe my enemies, who neither ſeek for in- 
formation, in theſe caſes, nor wiſh- ſuch 
matters ſhould be explained. But to con- 
clude, my true political principles are fully 
breathed all through my two dramatic 
e ye: to which I refer, - 
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, NCOURAGED not only by the Eulo- 
| giums with which I have been honoured 
in private letters from ſeveral perſons, ſome 
of, them the firſt in judgment and taſte, 
and ſome of them unknown to me before; 
but alſo, by thoſe which the Reviewers and 
Magazines of three different nations *, have 
ſo generouſly beſtowed on my Dramatic 
Eſſays, I have ventured to ſend forth this 
new edition of my Almeyda, or the Rival 
Kings; in which, I have on the opinion 
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nd by the advice of ſeveral rs my ſame 
literary acquaintance, both in England and 
Ireland, not only tranſpoſed the dene in 
ſeveral parts of the former editions, but have 
removed others which were not only not 
approved of by them, as too much glau- 
eing at ſome of the recent matters of politi- 
cal conteſt, but (as I was informed) had pre. 
vented its exhibition, and have inſerted 4 
others in 085 tend. 5 "I 


So that not ly the Machinery, EM allo 
the fable and the dion have been abun- 
dantly altered in this new edition, and to 4 
my candid and judicious readers 1 ſhall | 
now ſubmit it, by whom, if it ſhall be ap- 
proved, I ſhall be regardleſs of the malice 
of the envious, (a deal of which I have 
met with, as ſome of the public papers 
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vain or diffipated idler, or dull bufineſs- 
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gination, which 1 have ſo had the honour 
to be allowed me; of which joys no 
mortal can deprive me: and of which alſo, 
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not the maſs of treaſuries nor the power 


: of greatneſs, no, not even of Monarchs can 


acquire or purchaſe the leaſt portion. But 
my works muſt ſpeak for themſelves, not 


only now, but when I ſhall be rotten in my 
grave. Yet this I can with fafety ſay, that 


by any of them, either in this way, or 
in that of the profeſſion I am of, (at which, 


1 notwithſtanding theſeamuſements dridged 
for thirty years and upwards) I never made 
as much, let their merit be what it may, as 


would pay for tranſcribing a ſingle ſheet 


for the preſs. —In ſhort, both taſte and au- 


thors have been reduced ſo low by the 


ſmall encouragement, or rather diſcou- 
ragement they have theſe ſeveral years 


met with, that any of either worthy of no- 
tice, are ſcarcely to be heard of; ſo that, 
the benign influence of royalty can alone 


reſtore them, and un forth latent genius 
into o light. | 


As for my Jan productions, for which 
J have been as unjuſtly, as ungenerouſſy 


treated: I ſhall only add to what I have 
| faid thereon in my preface to the laſt 
edition of my Siege of Tamor, that where 
attempts have been made to inflame the 


people 
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Jever thereby gain a ſhilling ; 1 nor would 
1 intentionally publiſh a line to the injury 
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lenge the world to produce ſuch a Ms 
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ERMIT me to 11 at yur 
_ Majesry' s feet; in teſti- 


mony of my unfeigned duty 
and loyalty, the following little 
Dramatic Eſſay: and if, in the 


charäeters of Hamet RP Al 


deyda, there be any reſem- 
blances of the great originals 1 


would eſſay to paint; if any 
feirtiments, which can pleaſe 


or affect a gentle, generous and 
princely heart; and if no ex- 


preſſion ſhould occur therein, 


capable of offending the moſt 


. refined 
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TO 


"MM: HOWARD, 


ON His 


Wt R AGE D V. 
1 PHILIP DOYNE; Eſq; 


OWARD, who can'ſt reftors ſinking age, 
X H ZI deſert now. a mournful ruin lies, 
To Avon's hallow'd banks with awful eyes 
Adoring bend, where erſt the Britiſh ſage 
In tragic pomp, and buſkin'd equipage, 
Rov'd in majeſtic wildneſs ; round him 8 
Heroic ſorms— here, Ariel cleaves the ſkies, 
There, Northern Demons i in dire rites engage. 


Then, while thy ſoul with ſacted ardour glows, 
Call up ſome Hero from the times of old, 
ERever d for glorious deeds and mighty woes; 
| On ſuch atone, the muſe her wreath beſtows. 
While Albion's youth enraptur'd ſhall behold, 
In thy heroic ſtrains, his various ſorrows told. 
1 9 20 
1 'Tis done—what awful fied ariſe to fight 15 
: What ſolemn ſtrains alarm th? attentive ear! 
In Eaſtern pomp, the brother kings appear; 
Rivals in love and empire, lawleſs might 
Oerturns the throne of virtue's ſacred right ; 
While Tyranny and Luft in wild deſpair, | 
4 Drive from the palace the Circaſſian fair, 
z Helpleſs to wander thro! the Jreary night. 


Athens of old chte queen of arts and arms, 
| The mighty Sophoclean genius bleis d. 
With terror Oedipus the ſoul alarms, 
Antigone with gentle ſorrow charms. 
Terror and Pity rule the human breaſt, 
| And both at once be thy muſe hath gloriouſly expreſs'd. 
A 2 Perſon 
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Yau ond father few (the pious. Selim): 


Straight, I convey'd you-to a ſhepberd's hut 


8 C E N E aha 
Te Palace Gates. 
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Enter gere = ar or Max. 
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S 3 
ELATE the hiſt ry of my binhand 8 
Of which you ſeek. to ſpeak, and whence your ; 
knowledge. , 
Ola nber day, the bloody! fire of our late 
v ; monarch _.; ..} !:;' 


And overturn'd your houſe, the queen your mother 
(Of you then pregnant, now full fifty a 
Untimely. was deliverd- I was then 

One of the houſhold, and a chief att ndant, 5 
To whoſe ſtrict care, you were in tru committed. 


In an adjacent wood, whoſe wife, it Fl ; 
Had the ſame day an infant male brought = . 
Which juſt expir'd, as we had reach'd the dwelling, 


The friendly ſhepherd plac'd you in its ſtead, 
And wn, a ſtranger to the kind deceit, 
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Of age for the firſt rudiments of en ; 
When, to th h | were:conſigg'd, þ 
Where, you with rap cou fad all youths (exgell'q;\. 
At length, your fame racking the royal ear, 


Your fortune grew apage--. 


O/znin. Without more proof, 
All this may as a forgery be rejected. 

Ol es by upon youdboſly . 7 jake, 
Which, at your birth, were w erv'd by ſeveral, 
Of thoſe Who were the followers of your n ; 
a ſable mole on yeur left- arm 
OF more than uſual fize.. 

O/min. * Such marks I have ; ; 
Yet are not all who could atteſt theſe verities, 

Save you, by time and accident remoy'd ? 
Old man, From natures; courſe, there yet may be 
enow 
Who (were it brought to teſt). cou'd-youch the facts. 

_ Ofmin. But N have you ſojourned ſince that 

| | u N „ 

Old nan. Ia exile far remote, until the death 
Of the uſurper's ſon, the mighty Solyman, 


| Whoſe long and glorious reign all hopes defeated _ 
Of thoſe, who were devoted to your houſe. 5 4 


Since when; I have in cloſe conceahnent dwelk, 4 

Yet not far hence, in hourly expectation 

'That fortune might at length return ;propitivus,- 

And now, the wiſh'd for period ſerms ap roaching. 

Ojmin. (Stepping N Ye Ves, vis at '3 dhe 

ſtorm is gathering thick: 

Whilſt devaſtation with Se fide. 

Stalks uncontrould oer this devoted: land 


Without, the Tar/ar almoftat our gates; 


Within, ſuch feuds between theſe brother: kings, | 
As can but end, in their concurrent ruin. 3 
Shall I not then avail me of the time? 

Shall I not ſeize this throne, the <1 EY 


Of my renown'd: progenitors for ages? 


But hither Calcd be tis fomewhat Arange, 


Iva es ay 


%- 


Hie ſhopld purſue me ut this early haun. 
(To with ous an} Hence: fone: . retire. | (ie 


Enter Ca ALE D. 


Od. Dates Viziee, haill: 

Oſmin. Firſt, let me greet you, on your ſafe return 
From all the perils of your high command | 
In diſtant climes, ta this your native ſoil; | 
Next, on the juſt-renawn your arms have wan, 

And all thaſe honours which the ſtate decrees yau. 
Caled. My Lord, your friendſhip leads your 
| tongue to praiſes, 

Which. far outweigh. all merit I can claim. 

But much I'm griev'd, from ev'ry voice to hear 
The ſinking glory: of this: mighty Empire, 

War, like a boiſt rous and devouring ſea, 

Burſts oer all bounds.and floats our pla ins with gore. 
Theſe northern ſpailers (like the noxious ſwarms, 


That blaſt with baneful breath the vernal bud) 


Thrice, through the glaomy. horrors of the —— 
Thrice, through the ſultry heat of ſcorching noon, 
With: unremitted ſpeed, have urg d their way: 
And now tis rumourd, that in Hyra's deſert, f 
Nat diſtant two days maich, they ſtand embattled- 
Oſnin. To tell our dread; King Aluaran n f 
; tidings,: 
Rous d me. to ſeek him: 44 this als moment,” | 
In yon dark grove, his much accuſtom d walk. 
Caled. Fo me, fo long from. Perfia's regions abſent, 
Tis ſtrange, that thus our two young kings abandon 
Their fertile fields to waſte and deſalatio. 
_ O/min. Equally jealous, they avoid all- conference, 
Nor truſt; each other with the ſole command. 
In aught that may occur of high import: 
Wherefore, on the Armenian prince Axares 
Devolves the. eight of war, and even now, 
| Chogn by our rival kings, he leads thoſe troops, 
Wich which, ere while great Solpmap prevall'd, © 
Againſt confederate worlds, | 
| Caled. Dl Gam: hey reſigau * (i 
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The wreath of conqueſt, to a ſtranger's brow; - 
Both great in arms, but chiefly Almoran, 
He, ſome moons ere their warlike father ſlept, 
Twice, to their frozen deſerts chas d theſe ſavages, 
Who even then had dar'd attempt our frontiers. 
Oſmin. F ** martial proweſs, none bore ner 
Story: | 
Yet now, from diſcontent, refign' d to 1 
He lives immur d within the ſoft Seraglio, 
Deaf to the call of fortitude and glory. 5 
Caled. But ſay, my lord, why did our r kate wiſe. | 
kin 


g . 
Divide the ſtrength of Afia's nobleſt empire 


Between his ſons ? for in the womb though twinn'd, 


Yet Almoran was ever held firſt born, | 
And rightful heir to Per/ia's boundleſs realms. * 
Oſmin. To temper with the gentle Hamet's mildneſs 
The ſpirit which he griev'd to ſee in A/moran. 
Caled. Souls thus diſcordant ne 'er can yoke in 
friendſhip ; 
Beſides, the envied honours of a throne 
No partner brook. | 
Oſmin. So the event has prov'd 3 
For when the will of Solyman appear d. 
The fatal wil, which ſhar'd the threne and pow 1. 


Which Almoran from birth deem'd only his, 


Indignant he withdrew and ſhunn'd reſort; 
Our holy Prophet and his rites blaſpbeming, - - 
And curs'd his country, royal fire, and fortune. 
The ſtate ſtood motionleſs, for if not ſummon' d, 


Twas inſtant death, but to approach his preſence. 


Caled. Who then firft dard to break on his retire- 

ment ? 

Oſmin. Omar, vicegerent if our r holy prophet, 2 
That good old man, that oracle of truth, 81 
Embolden'd by the many faithful ſervices 
That his ſage counſel oft' had done the ſtate, 

Aſſum' d the dang'rous taſk, by me attended. 

Caled. Thou ſpeak'ſt him juſtly. Well I knew 

his worth, ; 


When the great doh mas ſelected him 


From 


De RIVAL KINGS. 


From all the Imans of the-ſacred moſques: 
As the preceptor of his much lov'd Hamer. 
_ Ofnin, Thel king alarmed, quick ſtarted from his 
ofa, 
And drew his poniard, ere he marked the victiea ;_ 
But proſtrate: When he view'd: the hoary ſage, 
By virtue's preſence aw'd, awhile he: 4 : 
The pious Omar dauntleſs ſpoke: his errand; 
The monarch: grew enrag' d, his eyes flaſh'd fire: 
When ſudden with thaſe words Ha! this from thee 4 
He plung'd the deadly weapon in his boſom. 
Caled. Diſaſtrous ſtroke how could he raſhly 
puniſh 
With ſuch fell rancour for ſuch flight offence ? 
Oſmin. It had beſides been whiſper'd in the court, 
That 'rwas this prieſt had ſchem'd the late king's will. 
- Caked; And doth he ſtill retain this gloom of. foul, 2 
This negligence, fo fatal to the ſtate 
 Oſmin. If &er he acts, it ſeems a painful taſk ; 
For he each moment of his life deems waſted, 
Which is not ſacrific'd to ſenſual appetite 
85 now, although the chambers I bis alace 
hine with the brighteſt beauties of the aſt, 
Tis joyleſs all, cloy'd yet unſatisſy d, wore 
_ His harraſs'd ſenſe ſtill languiſhes for more; 
But above all, he pants for that fam'd beauty, 
The fair Circofian, lord Abdallas daughter. 
Caled. What ! the fix d __ of our monarch 
Lo So 
For ſuch report; I've heard fince my arrival, | 
Oſain. he ſecret poiſon preys upon his vitals, 
Nor ſports, nor wine, nor muſic can aſſuage it. 
All theſe but ſetve to nouriſh. the diſeaſe.·— 
Caled. But foft; is not that he who bends his way 
Along yon, diſtant walk? 
Oſmin. © Tis ſurely ſo. 
Thus often from.the midnight hour tilf morn, 
Lonely he wanders through thoſe gloomy labyrinths. 
Behind. theſe trees we may unſeen obſerve him. 


Cala. What ſtrange convulſions ſeem to ſhake 
: his frame [ 


9 


But 
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But now he moves thy way; 1 ſhall hct. F151 1 


There's not a dungeon wretch to torture doom'd, 


But ſoft, methought, I juſt now ſaw our vizier; 


—̃ — 
n n 
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(Caled goes off.) 
_ Ofmin. What though in friendſhip we've been 


long united, 
And his preferment I have much promoted, ” 
Yet could J wiſh he had not yet return d. 
He's of a ſpirit ſtrong in its fidelity 
To his appointed truſt——which with his neal 
For this fell tyrant, damp my ſoul*s aſpiringss. 
( He i bebind gfe trees, 10 


SCENE I. 


ALMonan. 5 


Fun Twere better not to "Ty es thus to be. 


Who may not boaſt a ſtate of eaſe to mine. 

Spoil'd of my birth right, of thoſe j joys, thoſe tran- 
rts : 

To which Pp + RE wings my fancy ſoar, 

And in their ſtead, (curs'd fate!) what Novel Sid? 

In crown a partner, and in. love a riyal! 

O ! *tis too much for x atience to endure Ty 

And yet, he bath by flattring arts ſo won 

The public voice ; and our great father's memory - 7 

Stands ſo rever'd, conteſt might yet be dang'rous : 


Y — 


An engine, none more fit to aid my purpoſe. 
Oſmin appears and proſtrates himſelf. 
Vizier of Perſia, riſe ; you come in ſeaſon. 
Ofmin. Still may my ſervices forerun your wiſh 1 
So ſhall each toil and danger be a pleaſure. 
And life itſelf well Ioſt. | 
Am Ia king F” 


Almoran. 

O/min, A king, dread Sir]... 

Almceran. Ay, ay, a king by halves. 
A puppet king—accurſed !—hell form'd will | _ 
Better a are what ſays the be Nabi.» voice? of 

min, 


The RIVA KINGS. 11 
O/min, But that the pious Omar gave it-GanQion, 
2 ev'ry word was ſacred held as oracle 
ev'ty rank throughout the realms of TG; 
Ne 'er would the peapie d | 
. Almbran. - Death and oeſtitiand anc, 
Shall 3 ſlaves preſume to circumſcribe 


The power of kings, and canton out dominions ? 
O ! I ſhall burſt withlrage. 

Ofmin;: #714 0} By our great prophet! 
There's ſcarce a vaſſal inthis mighty empire, 
But waits impatient for your royal ſummons 
To riſe in arms and vindicate your' right. 

AO. Still have I mark d Jou zealous 1 in my 

ſervice, - 
Nor ſhall you find me.an ungrateful e | | 

Oni. The Gods, great king, bave forereign 

pow I beſtow'd, 
As means of ſov'reign joy, on thoſe they love ; jm! 
Unbounded ſway is for unbounded pleaſure, 

The lot of heroes with our holy prophet 
But then to think, for whom you've been deſpol' 5 
Almoran. And ſhall I bear it? can I live to ſhe: 

This ſhadow of a king, this ape of royalty 

Share Perfia's throne ? reſtrain. my daring ſoul, 

Whoſe, boundleſs. _ the world 8 whole: empire 
Staſps ß a 

An abject wretch more fit to — in W 

To prieſt-rul'd matrons, and fanatic dreamers, J 

Triumph viQorious o'er me in the heart 

Of that all conqu'ring fair, Abdalla's daughter, 

For whom I burn with never ceaſing flames? 


Oſmin. She ſhines by. all confelr'd the brighl 
maid ' | 


The Eaſt can boaſt of i in its * of beauties. 

Still in remembrace,  jhal! IT bear the day, 

Her father made his entrance as ambaſſador, 

To pay the homage of Circaſſia's realms. 

She rode beſide him on a burniſh'd.car ;- 
But ſuch. a blaze of charms. ey bath not ſees; 1! 111 1 
Tb amen 2 ſtood e entranc d whb "wonder, 


6 2 © 34 55 14 91 1 2 „ 3 14 ? . 111 + ; J 1 And 
by | | 
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5 Of thivichdice treaſure, which your ha 
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And auwntrw hem as hepaſy'd along. 
But by what means could yon obtain the ny 


Hoards up as jealous of the very light 
. | fimotan, *I'was on a furamer's worn, you when 

de dan 1 

Had wiherd'm che blaſhing brans of day. 2 el 

As at the palace battlements il ſtood, BS 

To neh the coding breeze, I pydd the für, 

When to a fount, in an udjoining garde SY 

With ſome attendants ſhe reparr'd to bat ee 


Around her lovely form, a flender robe 


Floated luxuriant, White as virgin ſhow * 


Till by the brighter ſplendour of her — 


Outſhone, it faded, us th enamour'd Zephyrs, 
Wantonly ſpotting, fann d the folds aſide. 

But when her veil and garment Were remov'd, 
And albher native charms blaz d full to view, 

Not more refulgent beams the ſilver Moon, 

When from the veſture of a wintry eloud 
Through whoſe pellucid veil ſhe faintly 3 
Burfting ſhe pours forth all her peerleſs luſtre. 
Dazzled à while I ſtood; quite loſt in extaey, | 
And ne er fee known reſt. , 25 


Oſmn. To-mortow's: er 


'Tis rumour'd, has . hd for hor eſpbuſals. 


Abnoran. Lö mut or- not de 
Oſau n. Prondounce your will. 
Alnoran. V et let me proſe 4 while—the aw! 
42 not apt "Uk 
Invaſion at oh: gates, our Gabſe@o'mtkinons; q 


1 then, this Panner monurch ſeeks to win, 


oy arts moſt ſervile, popular applauſe; 1 
hilſt I difdain to, yield, or flatter thoſe 
Whom fate hath doom'd the vaſfals of my ng 
This day, Axares' the Armonias privee © i 
Is to relate.before us and our nobles 
The anſwer we demanded ef theſe Turtam. 12 
Til then, revolve in mind our de ee 141 


ä lleAlato en ger,) 


bag Oni Divided neee a e fo 


he 


| 


le 


> 
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Hamet muſt bleed bleed by a brother's hand. 
„Then, whilſt in pleafure ſunk he waſtes the day, 


Until | ſhar'd them with the general ear? 


He would have view'd * as the painted flower, 


Fi- RIVAL KING'S. 
The baſis theſe of all my mighty proſpects. 
His haughty ſpirit, thence will ne er know Teſt 


Till Perſia s crown and this Circaſſian beauty 
Are his without a rival — and for this, 


13 


Why, be it ſo: ————/'twill make him more — wt 


To ſweep him hence and vault into his ſeat, 
Will be no ardubus taſk. It muſt be ſo. 


Should fortune {peed . ſchemes, then hall each | 
it 


ongue 
Apghand the juſt afſertion of my claim, 
If _ all — pe greatly dar'd. 


(an re of) 
8s 0 E N. 'E m. 


Mi dae 


— (f 


4 Manſon near the Palace. . 


To ALnzvDa | enter Eine. 


Elaira, May all the tranſports, that for ever wait 
On virtuous love, be thine I let me falute thee 
By the much, wiſh'd for names of queen and liſter. 
But was it kind, well ſuited to that friendſhip, _ 
Which our fond ſouls have plighted to each nc 
That I ſhould be a ſtranger to theſe tidings, 


Almeyda. Cenſure me not, ſweet princeſs, till you 
hear me. 
It was his will, who muſt wle mine fo ever.  - © 
Elmira. l'm ſatisfy d twas friendſhip's jealouſy, | 
Which, true like mine, can ill endure ow erve. 
But fain would I be told, moſt happy maid, 


How fir ſt his love began, and how it grew; 


For had'ſt thou been, if poſſible, more fair, 
Than thoſe immortal daughters of delight, 
Reſerwd to crown our holy prophet's love, 
And he a ſtranger to thy worth of ſoul, 


Whoſe 


4 ALM K Y DAH 


Whoſe beauty ceaſes, with the eee rear'd *. 
Form d but to charm the ſenſ : 1 
Almeyda. 44725 41 Yew wy remember, 1 | 
$ometinne before great Solyman, your ſire, gt 
Was from his throne to paradiſe Cn” RITES 
Circaffia, then renown'd: o'er all the TK 
For Aporis of exerciſe and feats of arms, 
Thither, the ardent prince, ( in thirſt of gem) | 41 
Paſgd in diſguiſe to practiſe With our youths, 
As a young Ptrſſan ſoldier nam N 
But his demeanour, was to all ſo courteous, | 
With manly beauty, dignity of aſpect, . 
That all eſteew'd him, far beyond his Ae 
When, on a time of ſolemn feſtival, 
Sacred to mirth, to beauty, and to arms, 
Winning the 8 from mil the rixal princes, 
Radiant in golden arms, and trophied ſpoils, 
And all the grandeur of the Sens rgeous Eaſt, 
He laid it at my feet, with fuch « grace, 
It ſtamp'd his image on my heart for ever. 
Elmira. Sa you him ſoon again? 
Aneyda. Not till the night, 
A fire conſum'd che manſion where Ihdg'd, 
Contizuous'to ſome buildings of the palaces 
For ſhortly after our firſt happy meeting 
He from our coaſt, was ſummon's to the e, 
Of yout renowned fire, juſt chen decen sd. 
At the ſame time, my father being order d, E 
” As our ambaſſador to haſten hithe ' | 1 
To pay the uſual tribute t6 yet, Kings, - 
I did accompany him ; for ever ſince 
He loſt the much tov'd partner of his ſoul, 
(A loſs, we never can efiongh deplore ) 
Toe ſought to ſoften all his ours of forrow 
With duteous 16ve—pardon my guſliing tears. 
"Elmira. No, 3 flow; they eaſe the * elde 
5 . 
Yet much J wiſh to hear your fiory's Gault te 
 Almeyda, The Com ver all the lofty dome had 
| / Oat e- e enn tg: 
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Ere I awoke; roud'd by the piereing eries 
Of an attendant fave, that in them perih'd. 
Frantic with fear! Thafted to the caſement, - 
E Whither 3 my ſorieks brought numbers, mont the reſt, 
The royal Hamer, as I after found. © 
Who calFd' aloud; that I ſhould caſt me own 
At length, no other choice being left but death, 
Truſting to fate, I from the window leap'd. 
Elmira. Fis ſtrange how you efcap'd; the height 
Was great. 
Fare er- 1 was receivd ere I could reach the 
: pavement; 
Whien Araight was convey'd'to his Stan; 
Through the tumultuous eroud, as death inſenfible: 
But when I had regain'd my ſcatter'd ſpirits, 
F inding my head reclin'd upon bis boſom, 
No cov'ring o'er me but a fender garment, 
In a ſtrange place, I ſhould have ſtraight expir d, 
Had not my father, at the inſtant enter'd. 
- Elmira, But all this while, did not your foul recal 
The fond impreſſions of your dear deliverer? 
Abnezda.' I was by various paſſions ſo diſturb'd, 


Tha Lg once ſo dear, eſcap'd my notice. 
Nor yet, had he remembrance ? l 
Almeyda. O! he had. 


And when. my fatber, the ſucceeding day, 
Proftrate appear'd to pay our duteous _ 
Inftant he rais'd him, and expreſs'd his wiſh, 
Moſt earneſtly, that I had alſy come; 

And will'd, it 4K * be ſo withont delay. 
This when 1 heard, ala m'd, ＋ knew not wherefore, 
My heart all flatter'd like a frighted bird; 5 
But twas my father's will, and 1 obey'd. 
But think, princeſs, what was my ſurprize, 5 
When in my life's proteQor I deſcry'd 

The conqu”ror of my heart. 

_ 'Blmira. And what enſud ? 
Almiyda. The thrilling tranſport ſo Foe? rd 
432 F: 3 my Tout, © | 

: That I was near bereſt of Wes Kue 5 
| | Which 


r ® 
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Which be obſerving, gently took my hand, . 
Gave it with ſoft emotion to my fatherr,r˙ , 
Vowing, he would his life much rather "IVE 
Then, gazing on me, he again addreſs d him: 
** This precious treaſure, will you now reſtore me? 
A flave 1 ſeek not, but I court a queenn 
If ſhe can yield her heart in love to Hamet, 
Not her hand only, to a king in form, 

© J will be her's alone, ſhe mine for ever.“ 

My father only could aſſent by ſilence, 

Such was his tranſport at my happy fortune. 
Elmira. Our holy prophet ſpeed the happy union! 
But *tis ſome nine moons ſince; whence'this delay? 
Ana da. In the firſt tide of grief he gin that 

mourning 

To the lov'd memory of your royal as . 
Elmira. Say, when's the happy hour that crowns 

| your love? 
Alneyde. At eve to-morrow in the Laer ws ya 


ine 


_ thither. 
Almeyda. Kind Heay' al. impow'r m me to repay this 


ednet 
07 by & f ) 
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A Gallery in the Pale 


Hauer abu. 
HIS brother's ſtrange deportment much | 
__ alarms me: 
And all things round us wear a fearful aſped.. 
'His heart, 1 know, un baſe —— 


O royalty 1 


Hanet. | 


Q royaity 1 mete babble - vtdream of bis:? 
The toil-tir'd peaſant, when his taſk is o'er, 

On moſſy cauch enjoys that ſweet repoſe, 
Which flies from palaces and beds. of e., 


Faun Ofmin nl. alas. 
011 K 35 


Don, (foe. Alone, 2s 1 L could wiſh jnow the 


tune, 
I muſt iprovoke his gemle foul:to rage 2 
Ae, Pre inflam'd his brother's fury 
(He mduances and pus 0 biaftr } 
Hamer. Vines, ariſe! your countenance beſpeaks * ö 
Buſineſs of much import yon have mine ear. 4 
 Oſmin, gy pulllant prince: permit _ faithful 


ve, 
Moti. binably e Wegner ©) 
Appainted for the Armenian prince in N $53 30 
There to relate the iſſue of his embaſſy. | 
And the fierce Tartars anſwen 

Hamet. Firſt declare 

3 you as yet diſclosd as I directed. 

urposd nuptial's to the king wy brother. » 

1. did without delay. 1 aa 

Hamer. You ſeem 5 dawg | 

Wherefore that pale 2 "why xd. Jour e on 

eart k 

Why ſuch preſage of ſome appronching il 7 

_ Untold n 

On. Of be though che firſt 1 
Are there + ſtrokes within: the reach-of for tune, 
Which unexpected muy farprize and G 
Your fortitude of don] & 16 2310! 

Hamet. | | What can this mean! 2 
Some fearful ae turks beneath that queſtion ; 
Explain it quickly, if you prize my favour. *» 

O/mn. Could you ſubmit, were it fate's I 

decree, 
And yield your loyd Lage to arinal? | 
B3 Hart. 


F 1 


* 
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Hamet, Almeyda i rival! * en ante is) G 
Torture me not. you put me on the rack. 5 
By our great prophet ! neither crown, nor life, 1 * 
Is half 10 0 dear to me as my Almeyda. 

Oſmin. If thus the mere idea can alarm you, 
What if this fair were torn from your embrace ? 

 Hamet. 13 * more ſtay off! 'younaſtance re- 
| lieve me. | | 

Not woe pronounced, is to the ſoul fo dreadful; n! , 

As doubt and dark ſurmiſe. - + ro 
Ofenin.  _  Thenhear, reed prince? 

When by your mandate I had ſo diſclos c 

Your purpos d nuptials to „ e — 

At mention of the name of your Ala, 

Sudden he ſtarted; fury 15 his aſpect 

1 ſtood reſign d to fate; when; quick as thought, 

He check d the burſting paſſion; ſaid, ; twas well, * 

Then, with his hand, he wav'd me from his preſence.) 

Hamet. Wherefore ? © ſpeak ?!—— what . — 

of Abneyda ? { 

See her, he could not. I 51 85 8 
Oſmin... Sir, he 8 ber. 
Hamer. Where? how:hels when N = ſome Demon 

has |bewray'd ther. 

Oſmin. By. chance ſometime ſhie bark's ond from” 

that hour {1155 

Hamet. Now Pun a wretch esd, — tell, telbit all. 

Qſmin. By all her beauties fir d, v. ith love he rages. 

Hamet. Call it not ien J the. very wes „ 

fane. > BI. 1 10a 57 

His lewd licentious fancy never kneẽwunw .. 

The enchanting raptures of a virtuous — 228 

His miniſters of luſt range all the Eaſt t.. 

For the firſt beauties ; that a new varie, 

May rouſe the languor of his ſated . 

One fair 1 only claim, and of that one, 

This moſt inhuman brother would deſpoil me. 

Diſhonour blaſt me! (ſhould he but attempt 

To ſoil the luſtre of this brilliant gem) 


1 


I 


Te NLV AN EINGS, tT. 
If my chaſte mother's blood, that in his veins © | 
Flows equal as in mine, ſhould ſta 2 mine aim! 
Nor ſhould this {word be ſheath d till I had vengeance. 
Qſmis. It works as j could wiſh. 0 afide. A O mighty g 


Should it e RR your mßryr niehr köbwledge. 
That I thus have prof d, there 1 is no torture, | 
He would not think too mild: though (witneſs 
 heavn!) 
'Tis love of peace alone that urg d me o it 355 * 
With this regard, that to prevent diſaſters * 
Is eaſier far than heal them when befulln. 1 
Hamet. Fear not! your caution ſhall have 1 
obſervanee. | S077 Jt 
Proceed 1771 to ws. council, 1 wal follow; +) 
(Oſmin whe of * 
This vizier Fro iy friend, Tot bes a rerun 5 
And in the trammels of | ſelf-weal ſo fetter d, . 
L000 Dr truſting him Pater he returns. mo 


Olin re enters. 


Gee. Woſtrion prinee, your brother with the 
l nobles * eie 1 * 1a" 

In 3 ker de . if * (0941 Jo b 20 
Hamer. 1 ſhall inflant Join ad 57A 
N ee He goes off. ) | 
Ofmin. R Rauer bur to m y RF ; 

I know not now an obſtacle but Caled. 34 

Yet even he the mighty work ſhall forward. | 

Weak. in his judgment, ſtrong in his attachment, 

He may be hurried into raſh extreme, "oe a : 


Which muſt undo the cauſe he ſtrives to terte 42 
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Sorin) 1 ans l Anne intent. Ar Es 5367 411 
Anares. Illuſtriobe ge the a- 4 
In due obſervance of vourhigh beheſts, 1 1 


I bafted to the camp. of the barbarians, mY 5 
Thete to demand, why thus with hoſtile age 
They unprovok'd had ravag'd. your dowinions z 
ConduQed to-theit Chiefthin, named: Ofargo | |: 22 11 
He; with ſtern aſpect, bold and brief thus anſwer 1 e 
wy We are adventurers of à common world. I 
© And follow in our ſearch;-of wenlch and glory, . ' 
© Where fate and fortune lead. Out ſport is war,” 
 Almoran. ] am for further parley, not more hazard; 
Some yielded terms may purchaſe their retreat. 
Hanes. Far be remor'd from us ſuch _ rous 


ini vonne!“ q 3131 11 2 
What ! league with inaderers ſabmwit to e ? 
Or hold of them a ſubjeQ realm infealty $ |. - 7 


Should this be known: do theſe our fierce invaddem, 
Sdom would they ſtorm our gates. O Perfia ! Perfia! 
Great ſeat of empite, that ſo oft haſt given 
Monarchs and conqu'rors to the Eaſtern world. 
How art thou falfn ? O Se/yman } my father} 
Were but thine ballow'd: relicks borne befose us, 
They more would fright theſe omicifts of | the enk i 

2 haſts. uf Pesſiam t :fach as are o : | 

No more, our youths the making chüridts drive: 
| Nowibye, in oreſts chaſe the foaming boar, 
Nor rein the fiery ſteed, nor glory court ; 
All theſe are now exchang'd for wanton dance, 
For am'rous ſong, for feaſt and revelry, 
And ev'ry ſoul enervating delight. 


16 432 1 | Almeran... 
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Almoran., Brother, the rigid cenſures you're be. 
Row'd, 
Til ſuit the time's moſt dang tous Grcumelance: . 
Wherefore, henceforth, by the great fount of e 
I ſhall all counſel ſhun with thee, nor teſt 
Until the crown, my lawful right of heritage, - 
ls mine unpartner'd,' mine without a rival. 
Hamet. Full well thou. know'ſt, my right with 
thine is equal $i 
And though thy pow'r were boundleſs as thy pride, 
I dare proclaim that right I will maintain. 
Almoran. Unſheath the ſword then, and let it decide. 
Hamet. Firſt, to the ſtates, of Perſia and the prople 
I will my cauſe refer. 
| Almoran. To this —_ ſword . 
Alone ſhall I appeal, which ne'er ſhall ruſt 
Til Perjia's diadem be ſolely mine. 
(He goes off.) 


Hamet, My 5 truſt: your wiſdom will 8 wary, 
That nought which hath here pals: between. om” 


kings 
Should (at chis . reach the val; t ear. 
You, noble youth, (to Azares) wit] all our other 
, Captains, ', 
Already to your. ſtations are ET — 5 
My countrymen ! my friends! O! ſuffer net 
Theſe luckleſs feuds to hurt the gen ral cauſe. 
United, we may hold in ſcorn theſe ſavages ; 
Divided, we muſt fall an eaſy ſacrifice; 
So each man to his duty Axares, ſlay. . 
| (They all except Axares . F 

Thou'rt now. „ he only friend, ſince Omar's fall, 
To whom my ſoul can fafely. tell its ſorrows. 
From our firſt infant years together rear'd, 
In danger oft' by mutual aid preſerv'd, 
I hold thee, as a portion of myſelt. | _ 

Axares, Long, long, may the renowned Hamet live 
To ſhield his people, and ſupport an empire! 

Hamet, O] prince, there is engen a bender 
5 ſubject, Leto a) 

For 
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For which alone my ſoul cum deign to feu. 
Axares. My faithful heart wink ardour game 0 


learn $ 300% | 
The dig that ean thus ahren m. pee, 6 * 
And ſhake your 'noble fortirude. Wee. n 
Hamet. "BL" > bf! ” [ Keen des, 5 ' 1 


*Tis not alone my mare of — throne," 
Of which this lawleſs brother ſeeks to rob me; 
But this inſatiate, luſtful, bloody tyrant, 5 
Thirſts ſor my life; for more than life, Axares, 
He burns, to raviſh my Amada from me. 
Arares. Firſt periſh all the tyrants of the gor, 
Hath be not dat d you to unſheath che [Word * 
And now's the very tide of opportunity, - 1 
Whileev'ry happy eircumſtance confpires- > 3+ 
To aid the great defign. Without our walls; Sh 
A num'rous hoſt of Perfla's w warlike fons _ 
Embattled Rand awaiting me their leader, | 
Midf all theſe troops, truſt me, there's ſcarce a man, 


0 Who was not ripe, for deſperate revolt, A UH 158 
Ere Omar fell beneath his murd' ring Word ; 


The nobles too, yea, ev'ry rank in Perf, e r. 

All groan beneath his 70e, all wiſh rellef, . 

And all on thee alone bave fix d cheir dere. 

What then forbids, but that: 
Hamt. | Pronounce it not. 

I ſhudder at the chought Al gracious Heaven k 

From civit rage, (that many headed pn). 

Save in thy merey—ever fave my p le! 

O prince! if once this fury be Unchain' d, 

84100 might we thimpetucus flame repreſs ES 

Or ſtay the torrent of the mountain fo. 

Nor Nach. Nor peſtience. nor all the woes 

Of wild ambition, or the thirſt of glory, 

Such dire effects produce all ties diſſolv'd, 


That nature, love, or fri-ndfhip had . | 
For the fell rage of malice and revenge. 


Nor end its evils when its ſpirit dies, 


Bot, like ſome foul contagion in the a 


ſmit their bane to ages yet unborn. 
op _ oF What 
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What then, ſhall I, vicegerent here of Heaven, 
- Plunge all the nations:to my charge committed, 

ein this calamity, theſe hideous woes ? 

Sball I, a mortal, fate's dread pow'r uſurp, 
And from th? Almighty wreſt the bolt of hs 8 ? 
No, rather tall. the i uin on this head! i 
Bu: O ! protect, good heavn! pioted my country ! 


Axares. How bleſs d the nations Where ſuch 
vittue reigns!” 
But are not your eſpouſals to be ſoon? 
Hamer. To-mortow wasto've been the happy day: | 
But firſt this open, this ill boding breach, 
Inftant attention claims, and every mean 
Which prudence can ſogg zeſt, elle all is loſt. 
Whereiore, III iaſten to appiize my love. 
Of the delay i it threatens to our r 
You, to the field, to bind our brows with honour. . ; 
O, valiant prince l when Was a time before, | 
That my tov'd country's voice, (that ſacred call) 
Urg'd me to arms, and T the conflict ſhunn'd ? 
Kind heav*n reſtore thee to thy friend, thy won 
A vifor with wriumpbant wreaths adorn'd! 
(He gors off ) 
Azares. Never, oh! never may I thence return ! . 
And then? {roo Nat:" "ing thought, et ahl hoy nin 
The fair, the dear, divinely fair. 22 | 
May heave a figh, and drop a filent tear. 
But ſoft, my ſoul Why all theſe love- ſick dreams? 
Is ſhe not foon to be another's right? 
The deſtin'd conſort of my prince? my friend? 


Vet, Fri, heav'n! 1 1 krew not of their loves, 


Until my heart was paſt recovery. loſt, 
But wherefore Mt: 5 Nee here? the battle calls, 


PH rufh where danger wears its blackeſt front; 3 
There, there by. meet inevitable fare. 8 
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Aide This miſſage from lord Hamet | in the 


. manner, = 
In Whick it was deliver'd, much alarms, me. 


= N 1 
* - x 4 * * Pl. % * p 


3 


— 
8 Enter Kranz. 


Elmira. Pardon this. ſadden entrance. on your 
riv | 
But fince we parted, as I paſe'd the palace, | 
What time the nobles were from council moving, 
Methought each viſage ſeem'd with horror ſtruck, | 
As if FRF ſad calamity impended. 
And now, 'tis rumour'd, 1. 0 my rival brothers 
Have to each other yow'd eternal ny. -- 
: Almeyda. Heav'n, that ſuch ſends ſhould 'twixt 
ſuch kindred rage! 
Elixir. o! wonder not: they are in fouls a as dif- 
15 ferent N 
Asi in their perſons like—fierce and i impetuous, 
The haughty Almoran, all virtue ſpurns ; 
Whilſt the delight of all, the gen'rous Hont, 
Was ever gentle, as the ſouthern ane... 
That breathes upon the boſom of the ſpring. 
And yet ſhould wanton oppoſition thwart him, 
He firmly will purſue the juſt deſign | 
Which honour dictates, or the e good, 6 
Though tumults riſe, and faQion ſwell the ftorm.,. 
Aluqda. *J'is as my heart prefag'd, for oh! but 
. „ 

One of th illuſtrious Hamefs chief attendants, | | 
With viſage pale and wild, trembling all o'er, 
In faulvring accents, ſpoke his near approach. 
Ah! love, relenileſs tyrant of the heart! 
Hob thou no en, unallay'd with pain? 


What 


The RIVAL Kies 
What anguilh \ waits, {the difa agpoimted paſſio ion ; | 


And in the mutual flame, what endleſs fears 

Imagination forms, to rack the ſoul ?. 

Protect, good heay'n ! the lord of all my vithes 

Spare him , and pour your vengeance all on me. 

(4 kndcking is heard.) 

Elmira. Permit me to retire-—Ere next we meet, 

May heav'n diſpel theſe gloomy clouds of fortune, 

And no 5 but ſun-ſhine meet thy future days 


4 Eternal bleſſings crown your matchleſs 
virtues ! 


8 * 
A 


(Elmira goes F 
Enter Haurr. 


Hamet. Ye guardian powers, furrouad my. love 
| for ever! 


The time is pregnant with ſuch dire diſaſters, 

That thy for ever faithful Hamet haſtens 

To tell his love, that thoſe much wiſh'd for moments, 

Favour'd by fate, to light up all his bliſs 

Should be inviolate, unmix'd with ſorrow. _ 

How. pale ſhe grows {—good heaven ! what ha ve 1 

5 done? 1; ( Afide. } 

Why ſwells thine eyes, thus with the burſting tear, 

Which trembling hangs before their radiant brightneſs, 

As miſts before the morn ?—O ! anſwer me. 
Almeyda. wr my lord, the weakneſs of my 

ER; "8 8 5 8 5 . 

An hoſt of warring thoughts, of hopes and fears, 

Of joys and doubts, alas ! of dark forebodings, 

Of late poſſeſs, and fink my ſoul to ſadneſs ; 

And all my reſtleſs ſlumbers ſtill are haunted 

With airy ſhapes, and phantaſies moſt fearful. 


Hamet. Soul of my ſoul ! theſe viſionary terrors, 
Seldom are abſent from the tender heart : 


But Hameb life ſhall be thy conſtant buckler. - 


Auimeyda. Alas! my lord, I ſhudder at the thought, 
When I reflect upon the heavy trials, 


10 which my envy'd rigs may expoſe me. 


When 


Pn 


But above all—O ! ſhould yourſel 


When I conſider how the haughty Almoran | 
May ſcorn Ann choice your heart bath deign'd to 
- make, 9 5 85 5 
Which might have honour'd 4/ia's Ree princeſs ; 
repent ! 
 Hamet. By oe dear ſelf I ſwear, (nor doubt my 
trüth, | | 


For on thy fair opinion reſts my being,) 


But that I am not maſter of my fate, 


Nor have or choice, or will but for my people, 


I could henceforth without regret renounce 
The pomp of diadems, and blaze of greatneſs, 
To dwell with thee in ſome ſecure retirement. 


Nor envy fear, fo far thy virtues paſs 


All imitation, that it ne'er can reach thee. 

Awhile, the public charge demands my duty. 

O!] let me then on this lov'd hand impreſs 

The farewel of an heart, without thee deſolate. 
„ hs (He goes off.) 

Almeyda. Heav'n ! what is hope? that long, long 

| look d for happineſs? 

That coming Joys the ſigh of expectation? 

The diftant bliſs approaches, *tis at hand, 

Juſt in our graſp, we think to ſeize, to hold it; 

When, at the very moment of poſſeſſing, 

'Tis gone, tis vaniſh'd, wafted far away, E 

Never, alas ! oh! never to return. ( Exit. 


SCENE WC 
The Palace Garden. 
Al MORAN. 
Almoran. I ordered Caled, captain of our guards 


To meet me on this walk. He is a man, 
Who from the loweſt ebb of fortune's current, 


IJ Lave to ſtation 1ais'd beyond his hopes; 


Ard much appears to be of grateful ſpirit 


In 


In ſuch we may conſide.— But he bg 
Enter CaLed. 


Henceforth I nominate you chief commander 
Of all our hoſts, in this and ev'ry region; 
Which honour'd rank, to our deſerv'd reproach, 
Too long hath been entruſted to a ſtranger. 
Caled. Words cannot teſtify my faithful gratitude. 
Deeds - muſt ſupply their want.—Your will, my 
Sovereign? 5 Fog 
Almoran. Then ſee, that ſecretly a truſty party 
Of your command be ready, well appointed, 
To ſeize th Armenian prince, my foe profeſs d, 
And give him to my vengeance. If ſudden, 
*T will bar reſiſtance, and ſucceſs ſecure. 
For this your warrant, you have here, my ſignet. 
Vet hold—awhile you muſt attend at hand; 
Some weighty matters of more urgent quality, 
Demand attention to be firſt accompliſh'd. 
So now retire, and wait my quickeſt ſummons. 
Caled. I have no will, but as my Prince direQs. 
| 3 He goe off.) 
Almiran, Vet farther to ſecure him I have rais d 
Such jealouſies between him and our vizier, 
That each who beſt can ſerve me ſhall contend. 


NN NN HEN K MN 
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The Palace. 


HAuE T alone. 5 
Hamet, OBB'D of my right !—my crown |— — 
8 | yet what is that ?- 5 
My brother too !—againſt my father's will !—— 

C2. Ev'n 


1 wii OO. ALMEYDA; c 


vn that b t00.— uf Almeyda | — 


( Fhuriſb if triumpets. ) 
What i is this . . 


An herald i 1 was 


Preſumptuous flaye ! | N Be e 
all. Pardon, dread prince, my "I ! 
I come, with fanubibrls from the mighty Alnoran. 
Your preſence he demands at noon to-morrow, 
In the'broad ſpace, before the royal moſque 3 
There to aſſert (in preſence of the nobles, 
The prieſts of ev'ry order, and the people,) 
And juſtify your claim to half the throne. 
Where, if you fail t appear, 'twill be Vf game, 
You have that claim relinquiſh'd in his favour. 
Hamet. Vaſſal , away—nor f farther r tempt my wrath. 
N Herald goes off ) 
| Meet him! for what ?—admit my right is dqubriul ? 
And that, when ev'ry engine is at work, 
Which, in foul deeds, t top ide and luſt can miniſter ?— 
Let numbers, proof againſt his wiles _ menaces, 
The firſt in rank and pow'r have vow'd to fee 
| The dix of their low d Solyman ſuꝑported— 
Tbeir e aner at this Erifis were of moment. ( — 


5 8 e E . K i 
The Palace. 


Emer OsmiN and . 


| Ofmin, Omar alive | ſay'ſt thou death to my 
hopes ! 

cal. At eve, as I approach'd the royal 
moſque, 


Two factions ſtood oppos d, with rage tranſported ; ; 
And each hh Hou drache a Al rent br * 


ein. 


— 
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On. Did any ſhout for Hamet? 

Cates.” © ft © At firſt but few; 
Until this fage (who ſtood above the reſt, 
Veil'd in the habit of an ancient hermit, 
With venerable front all filver'd o'er) 
Beſought permitted ſpeech ; which though obtain'd, | 


Yet in ſubmiſſive, ſeeming awful filence, 


Awhile he paus'd, as cautious to offend : 
Then, thrice he bow'd his head. The ſactious 
crowd, 
Thence far more urgent grew that he ſhould ſpeak. 
Oſmin. The praQtis'd artifice of each incendiary, 


To cheat the giddy crowd. I pray proceed. 


Caled. At length, with aſpect mild, he humbly 
| queſtion d, | 
If any prince of all the globe's firſt R | 
*« Equall'd in worth their glorious, godlike Hamet ? 
* Whoſe love was as the Perfian realms extenſive, 
« And life, a conſtant courſe of watchful toils, 
And ceaſeleſs ſtudy for his people's ſafety ?? 
Then look'd around, as pauſing for reply; 
But not a whiſper murmuring diſſent ; 
With out-ftretch'd arms, he boldly then demanded, 
*© Had they no gratitude? Could they forget, 
How oft (when lawleſs pow'r of life regardleſs, 
e Had ev'n to wanton maſſacre condemn'd them) 
*« This map ſtood forth, and quell'd the tyrant's 
«6c ry ? 

<< So chaſte, 105 ſtri& in his regard to truth; 
He would not deviate from her ſacred path, 
Either to win or to ſecure an empire.? 

Oſmin. "Tis he mine enemy (afide 9. But 

the event? 
Caled. Roaring for liberty, a while they rag'd ; 
Till his ſoft phraſe appeas'd the riſing tumult, 
Charm'd it to peace, and won their ears to reaſon ; 
When dauntleſs he pronounc'd, ** That real liberty 
Could only be of lawful rule the offspring, 
Which, by reſtraining each from doing wrong, 
5 * Afſurd their rights to all; that none &er held 
C43 Ls Thoſe 


"0 ALME Y.D/A: Or, 


% Thoſe rights more ſacred, than th' exalted Ha met; 
_ © Whilſt bloody Almoran, all ſubjects deem'd | 
** Thy appointed ſlaves of kings.“ Yea, in their 
rage, 
"They ev'n dard to call him, murdering tyrant; 
Who ſtew their Omar, and aloud clain'd vengeance. 
On this, the crafty prieſt (caſting aſide 2 
The outward, garb, in which he ſtood diſguis'd) 
Burſt into view.—Amaz'd, 2while they ſtood : 
Then ruſhing on, they rear'd him on their ſhoulders, 
With ſhouts of joy, that pierc'd the vault of heav'n! 
Oſuin. * tumults may advance my bold de- 
ſign 
Both cannot live, and both perhaps may fall. 405 
Aide. 
(To Caled) This is ſedition, . Cal. rebellion ! 
Rut tis moſt ſtrange, how you eſcap'd, their notice; 
Ne wy have fatal prov 1 2 this outrage 2, 
MY ceal'd: me, 
During this dreadful ſcene of. wild dilorder. 
But isꝰt not fit, that we relate theſe matters, 
Of ſuch high import, to our monarch Aimoran?, 
Oſmin. 1 certain; if tis ſole, vhilt thus * 
i pirit 
On all ſden i is inflam'd. 
Caled. 3 t taſk be.n mine. 
From diſtant clives, by his command 1 hafled 
For the moſt, weighty purpoſe now in hand; 
That the high ſceptre of the Eaſtern world, 
By birth, and by our laws his Tight of, heritage, 
As ſuch, may be poſſeſs d by him alone. _ 
Oſmin. Indeed !—1 like not this, it bodes me 
| W 
Short i is the fav” rite's pow! r, when unt is  ſhard. 
| (Afade, 
In nought, my lord, the wiſdom of a prince 
Shines more conſpicuous, than in choice of council. 
' Your known abilities and faithful ſervice, 


Do honour to the bit poſts you fill, 
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By all confeſs, and make the ſtate your debtor. 

| Caled. . noble y vizier, that with ſuited cour- 
„ 

I could repay you, this your gen'rous compliment! 

But truth ot heart needs not the gloſs of phraſe; 

In a blunt ſoldier's language then, accept 

My warmeſt thanks, although uncouth, fincere. 

O/min. The royal Almoran hath fix'd | to-morrow | 
At noon, before the royal. moſque, to claim 
His juſt and fingle right to Perfia's realms. 
You have been ſummon'd to attend hun thither? 

Caled. J have, and for the purpoſe have prepar'd, 
A hardy band, deyoted to his will. 

Oſmin. Difea fes deſp'rate, deſp'rate aids require, 
Our late dread ſov'reign, in his languid moments, 
Moſt foully was abus'd, elſe ſuch bequeſt | 
Of a divided empire ne'er had happen d. 

How opportunely then, you've come to ſerve bim! I 

Caled, Neer ſhall theſe eye-lids cloſe, till it's ac- 


: compliih'd. (He. goes f.) 
Oſmin. This flattery might by ſome * deem'd 
unwort 


But this rough ſoldier, for his brutal valour, 

Stands foremoſt in the favour of the tyrant.— 

Much 1 ſtateſman ! What haſt thou to boaſt 
of? 

Condemn'd to be a ſlave; the la ve of ſlaves! 

To ſinile on villains ; frown on humble merit ; 

To mock deluded fools with airy promiſes ; 

And live in one unvaried ſhameleſs courſe, 

Of art, diſſimulation, and deceit ! 


SCENE III. 
ALMoRan and a Ruffin. 


Almoran. Is it done? 
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Ruffian. Dread ſorreign! was im- 
poſſible. . | 

Almoran. Twere better not eſſay'd then What 
prevented) 

Ruffian. Ere I could reach the door of his apart- 


ment, 
I was ſecur d 
Almeran. And my Fu diſcorerd ! 
Ruffian. Fear not my faith. I ſhould have been 
iwpaPd 


Had not my hidden poniard ſcap'd their ſearch : 


And even ſo, your ſignet only ſav'd me. 
Almeran. Wou'd you had ſcap d without 1 it! But 
again 
You'll make the bold attempt 1 
Ruſſian. Vour zealous ſare | 


Already is provided with the means. 


Almoran. My bounty ſhall ſurpaſs your warmeſt 

hopes. 

| Ruffian. Amidſt the ſecrets of a learned Mage, 
Whom in his cloſe of life I had attended, 

I found a powder of reſiſtleſs virtue. 

Almoran. Thou truſty miniſter of fate I- proceed. 
| Ruffian. *T'is the ſoft down of an Egy/tian flower; 
So fine it almoſt mocks the fight ; and yet, 

Such effence it contains of mortal quality, 
That if awhile confin'd, it ſudden ſtrikes 
With inſtant death, whom er the ſcent approaches, 
Which, when expos'd to air it ſtrait diffuſes. 
Almoran. Moſt friendly drug! and thou of friends 
the firſt ! 
But for your ſafety, with well- ſuited habit 
Your ſemblance change, t elude the keeneſt eye. 
Rv ffian. With that too, is your flave already fur- 
niſh'd. 
There's not a clime, nor varied mode of life, 
For which the Mage's treaſure is not ſtor'd, 
With habits ſuitable ; beſides, from childhood, 
I have by uſe ſo to my will ſubdu'd 
My lincaments and limbs, that in a moment 


I can 
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1 can my ſha e and viſage ſo transform, 
That my moſt intimate, the inſtant after, 
My alter'd perfon could not recognize. 

Ainorqn. My happy ftars thee for my 

purpoſe. 

Haſte, and ſucceed ! Time on ks rapid wing, 
Wafts fair occaſion, and my keen revenge, 
Impetuous as its flight, brooks no delay. 


Keep ſtill my ſignet for your laft reſource, 
And ſee me foon. 


Ruffan, Sure as your flave ſurvives. 
(He goes .) 
| Almoran. That muſt not be z and ſo J have pro- 
vided. 


Soon as the deed ig done, an arm as deſperate, 


Shall ſtop the breath, which may diſcloſe this hu · 
ſineſs, 


Or awe me with its F to 38 compliance. 
(Exit, 


SCENE W. 
Before the Palace. 
Enter Ou Ax, in the habit of a bermit. 


Under this friendly guiſe, I have thus far 
'Scap'd even ſuſpicion's eye; yet, weary'd much, 
I now approach = en of Lord Hlamet. 


(Hamet appears. ) 
And lo ! he moves this way; z tis opportune. 


(He proſtrate: himſelf.) 
May all the bleſlings of our hol 7 prophet : 4: 
Ever await the ruler of the Ea 


Hamet. Riſe, fage ! thoſe hoary locks demand 
reſpec. 


F (4fae) He's s ſomerking m more than this mean garb be- 


pea 
Omar, Though thus diſguis'd, yet knew you not, 
(my prince !) 
The 


4 AL MET DA: r, 


The voice, once ſo familiar to your ear * | 
Hamet. Ha !—what art thou? Omar?—=impoſ- 
ſible.— 
Some phantom, fome illuſion of the ſenſe! 
Omar. No phantom, no illuſion ; Omar lives. 
Hamet. What miracle, what deity reſtor'd thee ? 
Omar. The tyrant's poniard miſs d its deadly aim, 
And did but ſlightly ſcar mine aged boſom : _ 
But as my death alone would quell his fury, 
I ftraightway fell, as if bereft of life: 
And ſo was to the ſepulchre conſign'd. 
Hamet. But how wert thou beben from the dark 
chambers, 
In which I ſaw thee dlogd? 
Omar. A truſty ſlave, 
That night, was b appointment to have freed me: 
But, ere he came, a poor hard-fated wretch, 
| Who long had been (as I ſoon after learn d) 
The watchman of the place, thither repair'd, 
Soon as the night had ſpread her ſable curtain ; 
Lur'd by the hopes, that he wight booty make, 
(As 1 overheard him mutter to himſelf) 
Of ſome rich ornaments, with which my corſe 
Was, by your ſpecial mandate, then embelliſh'd, 
As the laſt pious pledge of parting friendſhip. 
Approaching, with a lanthorn in his hand ; 
Soon as he op'd the tomb, I ſeiz'd bis arm: 
Quite ſcar'd, he ſu'd for mercy. I beſought him, 
To lead-me quickly to ſome friendly ſhelter ; 
So gave him all the treaſure that he ſought, 
With hands uprais' d, he bleft me o'er and o'er ; 
Then led me to his dwelling, which (he faid) 
Had been the cell of ſome ſequeſter'd hermit, 
Midft a thick wood, well-nigh conceal'd from * 
There I remain'd in ſecret, till I learn d 
The horrid machinations form'd againſt you. 
Hamet, Let me embrace thee, pious, beſt of men ! 
Guide of the faithful, guardian of my youth! 
Omar. Thus favour'd then, may [ preſume to 


alk, 
Do 
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Do you, great prince, the ſon of mighty Soſyman, 
' Mean (as tis ſaid) to wed Abdalla's daughter? 
Hamet. Wed her !—mean it -I do, and glory in 
| the choice, = 
Onar. I ſee, my prince, you are ſubdu'd by 
beauty. >. 
Hamet. To ſay, in common phraſe ; that ſhe is 
. * - beauteous, © 
Fair, as the bloſſom'd ſpring, or bluſhing morn, 
Were far too poor, to ſpeak of her perfection. 
But that alone could ne'er have won my love. 
Twas but the friendly light that led my foul 
To the rich treaſures of her heavenly mind ; 
Her ſenſe, her truth, her innocence, her virtue: 
Theſe are the charms, that have ſubdued thy Ha- 
met ; 7 6 | 
Charms, that will laſt, when life's gay bloom is 
| one; ; : 
When PE. fades, and paſſion is no more. 
Haſt thou not ſaid ?—* What though the pompous 
| lare 
Of titles, birth, or empire, awe the gazers, 
«© Tis but the worth of ſoul that gives true dignity.” 
Omar. "Theſe my firſt precepts, ftill remain my 
| tenets ;_ FFF; ga - 
Think not, I wiſh you to renounce a pafſion, _ 
Which honour, truth, and wiſdom, muſt approve! 
No, my lov'd prince! My heart exults to ſee 
Such goodneſs, and ſuch greatneſs. 
Hamet, Vet, think not 
Her origin obſcure: the Lord Abdalla, | 
Noble himſelf, is of a race illuſtrious; 
Once mighty monarchs of the Faftern world. 
he wants not virtue then t' enhance that worth, 
Which, were ſhe lowly born, muſt fix my choice, 
And pive my diadem its brighteſt luſtre. 
Shall I then tamely ſee this lawleſs raviſher 
Invade my rights, and triumph in his ſpoils ? 
Or he, or I, muſt fall; my ſoul's refoly'd. 


Omar. 


Omar. Avert it, heav'n !—compoſe, thyſelf my | 


Meet: ts oo OE x 
Tb' all ruling pow'r will ne'er permit ſuch wrongs. 
Hamet. Ol 'tis moſt eaſy, when the heart's un- 
touch d, „ . 
To give calm counſel, and to talk of patience. 
But theſe are fruitleſs now—awhile my love, 
Like ſome ſmooth ſtream in ſilence gently flow'd, . 
And ſtole in ſweet meanders to my heart; 
But now, oppos'd, it ſwells with boundleſs fury, 
And like the torrent bears down all before it. 
Omar. Great ſouls like thine, unmoy'd bear for- 
| tune's ſtrokes. 5 
The timid only in the hour of trial. 
Tremble, or ſhrink at the approaching danger. 
When the rude monarch of the boiſt*rous winde 
«*« Confin'd in caverns keeps his ruffian guards; 
*The ſcaly natives of the azure flood, 
* Upon its ſmooth and glaſſy ſurface glide : 
« But when he burſts his adamantine doors, 
«*« And the fierce tempeſt rages o'er the main, 
In ſhoals the finny race th' abyſs explore, 
* Or court the ſhelter of the friendly rocks; 
** While undiſmay'd the huge Leviathan, 


* Tho! mountain riſe on mountain threatning ruin, 
% [Triumphant rides amidft the roar of ſeas.” : 
Hamet. Thou oracle of truth ! thy heav'nly counſel 
Gives balmy comfort to my drooping ſpirit: 
As wou'd a viſion, ſent by ſpecial grace, 
" Th fame expiring wretch, perplex'd with doubts, 
*« 'Thxt ſhould pronounce his paradiſe ſecurd.” - 
So all/is peace again. 

„„ . -.--. But ſay, my prince! 

Have you yet caus'd the people to be ſounded ? _ 
Their loye imports you much. 

Hamet. 2 doubt them not. 
Perſians were once renown'd for noble ſouls, 
Honeſt and brave; though fiery, placable, 
Zealous for right, then only apt to err, 

When guile miſled them in the ſhape of virtue. 


And 
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And tho' the times have not their wonted health, 

Numbers enow remain, by honour 1 

To ſtem the tide of vice, to ſave their country. 

Haſt thou yet heard of this fell tyrant's ſummonzs, 

Which by an herald he hath dar'd to ſend me? 
Omar. I heard it all, nor is it to be lighted. 

Careleſs ſecurity oft fatal proves. 

To buſineſs then, my prince, it claims deſp atch. 

Auesey, I've e and ſooth'd the onde 


bey ge od 4 
n ö 
A Se in the Palace, 
_ f 4 ha 1. ) 


ALMORAN — Carr. 


Aimoran. Whence i is this daring noiſe, at this night 0 
hour? 
cala Dread fir, as > bither L in haſte reſorted, 
I met the people in tumultuous outrage. _ 
When, as they ſped along, the name of Onar 
Echo'd through all the regions of the air. 
Almoran. Would they were all as he 
Caled. Omar ſtill lives. | 
Almoran. "Tis falſe, I ftake my life—it cannot be. 
With this good ſword 1 felPd the hoary traitor. . 
_  Cald, Not fate itſelfs more ſure ; theſe eyes be- 
held him, 
When unobſerv'd, this even before the moſque, | 
I heard him rouſe the people to ſedition; 
Who one and all cried out, No king but Hamer,” 
Alnoran. Scme foul impoſture th.s —confuſion ! 
hell! + - 
Haſte, call my guards, let waſte and laughter looſe. 
Who mercy ſhews, him I pronounce a traitor. 
Caled. A pow'rful band by largeſſes ſecur d, 
Train d up to ſlaughter, 2 with death familiar, 
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In a fx'd q qua rter, wait my iuſtant ſutnmond. 5 
Theſe, in diſguiſe, will mingle\ with the erovd: 
When, if a ſingle voice ſhall dare oppoſe 

Your right, alone and uncontroul'd to ſway 


The Perſian realmis, ſuch vengeance will enſue, xe 


As future ages ſhall relate with horror. - 
* Away, and bear in e > ſcek no pri- 


ſoners. A 
(Caled go off 
>Tis.now be 5 of elt, "odd I. ſleep, * 
(That flies my pillow) wraps in ſweet oblivion, 
The weary'd ſenſe of all, whoſe ſouls are tranquil. 


Am Ja king ? yet ſhall [ live thus wretched, 
\ Barr'd of thoſe joys, for which I hourly languiſh ? : 


Shall I behold them, rifled by another ? 

wo rival too? what can the damn'd feel worſe ? 
er image (as ſhe bath'd) ſtill haunts my thoughts ! 

Curs'd force of beauty! that can thus ſubdue me 

That thus in thraldem holds my captive ſoul, 

And tyrant like, deſpoils it of all power; 

Of ev'ry wiſh t' eſcape the pleaſing ſnare. 

Ev'n reaſon loiters, lur'd by the n 

Until this haughty conquiror' of ROT” 


Hath made its prize ſecure. 


Enter Onan,” 1 
(Amorn flat, 454 Pro bis p ae 

Who dares intrude? 
on min. I come upon my mighty monarch's ſuminons. 
Imoran. Do you regard wy, peace, or prize my 

favour ? 
Oſmin. Doubt "Hirſt, "th it aan Wilk enſue the 
n 055 i 
Or that dis daß, Ubch he bright ſun ſhines forth. 
Almoran. True proof of ſervice lies in deeds, not 
words. 
Of in. Speak but your will. \That I may prove 
ere | 

Imagination cannot form a danken 


Fl 


a That 


. 7 
* 


That Ofmin abt nat. Za fl, for bis prince. b 
Alnoran. Then liſt. 75 wiſh to rule Gone. ou 
142 pauſe * 2 ; 
Ofmin. It ſhall be ſo, 46 oaks are in my pow! r. 
Alnoran. * how 2-—Be quick oem My ſoul's.on 
re to know. 
Ofmin. Griey'd, that this fatal inflrument. & 
15 | miſchief, as 6 | 
(The will of our late king; the mighty Solyman, 
Which at his dying moments was extorted,) 
Should ſpoil you thus of your inherent right; 
ye ſtol'n it from the place, where twas ecur 'd. 
Almoran. Ha sa lt thou ſo? Where is it . 
e ebe! Dread ſir, tis here. 
(Oſmin produces Fr will. Almoran ſeizes vw.) 
* Alvioran, Now is the crown mine only, 5 te 8 of 
| fortune. < 
Vet. vizier, more remains to be effected. 15 
The fair Circaffian.!—O l by th' im mortal Miba 
J muſt poſſeſs her, elſe farewel- all peace. 
nin. So may it Ne 1 and nom a . though 
\*,* 31 OCEPr$. 18 11 
Almqran. Pronounce it Amight, N ee 
 Ofpnins b 5 1 Invention; aid me now. a: 
Was it not fix'd by our two mighty 3 
To meet to-morrow on the plains of / e 
Soon as it da wn'd, to view this beton 
Now deftin'd to be ſent againſt the 7 — 
To cruſh them at a blow? * 
Almoran. It was. What then ? 
Oſmin. Hath this Circaſſian beauty ever ſeen you ? 
Almoran, T cannot ſay; but whither tend theſe 
queſtions? | 
Oſmir. Let him alone attend; while you at home, 
The more delicious joys of love purſue. | 
F have a garb prepar'd, he often wears ; 
When thus attir'd, and by the dawn aſſiſted, 
With the ſimilitude that is betwixt you.. 
ern quickly gain admittance. to her chamber, . 
IP D 2 | Where 
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Where he ſo oft hath viſited in ſecret. 

Then, if ſhe takes you for your des of . 

In che ſurprize, you may (perhaps) perſuade 85 
To grant an earneſt of thoſe wiſh'd for Jaye," IN 4. 

So near at hand; if not, force muſt prevail. 

The prize is then your own. © 
A Tranſporting thought ! 
Already fancy wings me to enjoyment. _ 

Firſt of all beings ! deity of light! 

Grant, that in this high enterprize I profper, 

And at thy ſhrine I will for ever worſhip, | 
Tho' ; muflies rage, and prophets,threat perdition !— 
But ſoft, the night wears faſt; I muſt begone : 30 
Such enterprizes br6ok not cold ee, | 
v ( He goes ＋ ) 


| Ofmin. Diſſimulation i 1 Abit. s hand- maid 3 
And he that would aſcend, muſt lowly act. | 
The lofty pine, whoſe branches pierce the ere 

Its humble root firſt fixes in the earth: 

No deed fo foul, ambition muſt not ſtoop to." 

Things ſeem to forward well my future wo 
For whether ſhe complies, or will not yield, 

It equally will ſerve ; fo let them work. — - - 
Low minds were form d, as vaſſals to the world; 

The world itſelf, for tow'rings ſouls like mine. 


„„ 


ww 


A Gallery in the Palace. 
Enter in hafle ALMORAN and Osun — 


Aimoran. "AVE you ſecurd hex K-61 
O/min. MW hom my, dread lord 13 
— The poet reaſon _ 


07 ming, 
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o ſais. What dan my fer i 
I truſt. you have ſucceeded 
Almoran. | Confuſion! no- 


Some dream diſturh'd her, as I reach'd her couch, 
That in wild murm'r os accents in her erp, 
She call'd for aid on ant and her 0 beten, 
I gently took her | hand from ber | 
Whereat ſhe wak'd, with ſuch foul ens ſhricks, 
That all who. ept contiguous to ker chamber, 
With ſpeed ruſh d:in,; at head of them her father: 5 
But him N ftraight deſpatch'd. 
Ofmin, _ What hindered them: 
Anoran. Frantic ſhecaſt her on bis ghaſtly corſe ; 
She ſcream'd, the ore er hair, ſhe ſmote her boſom. 
With horror 1 1 Hons awhile quite tranc'd 
'Fhen quickly from view: mean time ſhe ob 
Away! ſechre bi Yo! prize. your ſafety. . 
Vet hold,} ſtay on thy, IRR theſe dess 
ntage may be taken, by, this brother, 
This pageant Hog, this mockery. of ſtate. FI 
O/mig. Be lides, he, much hath won , the peoples 


e,, 
! ares. 1 all 1 hey in Na hearts 
* .contemn. , 4 37 <5) 2 * 


His abject ſpi tit, th can baſel cr 7 oo , 
- And court 1 1 Who at 05 e go 
W hoſe ſpurious, courage, and whoſe bold demeanour, 
Spring only from the fears of daſtard rulers: 
The tim'rous hand ne'er tam'd the fiery ſteed; 

Tis to the brave alone, he deighs to yield. 

Oſnin. And yet, great prince, whilit thus diviſions 
rage, 

Wou'd you ſucceed, tis meet, that feign'd compliance | 
Take place of chaſtiſement and harſh rebuke. 

There is in ev'ry ſtate a ſort of ſpirits, 

For ever reſtleſs, foes to peace and order; 
Themſelves moſt vicious; flaves to ev ry faction, 
Maſking their private views, with ſpecious ſhew 

Of public virtue, liberty and love. ; 
Theſe with the pomp of phraſe, meer empty 3 

D 3 Allure 


— — 
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Allure the ſimple, and inflame the rabble 
Then lead them as they liſt ſuch inſtruments, 
In times like theſe are oft of wondrous moment, 
And muſt be won to ſerve; and then, dread fir! © 
Such arts have been much practis d by your rival. 

Aimoran. Accurſed fate! to what am I N > f 
To turn mean ſuitor to theſe abject vaſſals; Fo 
And bea fawning king ? a ſplendid fave? , * | 
I know them well light as the goſſamer, _ : | 
Sport of each blaſt, and as the blaſt inconſtant: 
Reſtleſs alike, in good or evil fortune, 
Juſt as their ſelfiſh leaders drive them on. 
What man can ſay, he holds their love a moment? 
To day ador'd, to-morrow held in fcorn, '- | 
Both with the fame blind zeal—— yet, venal ſlaves! 
There is not one, but may be bought for gold: 
Perpetual ftrife is their ſupreme delight; 
And when they find no foreign cauſe for cb} 
They turn the love of quarrel on their country.- — 
Howeer, give orders to convene the nobles, 
Straightway to meet me at the royal moſque ; _ 
Where TI, demand that right, of which I'm ſpoil? d. 

— Oſmin goes off ) 

There's nou ght t oppoſe me now: the will's no more. 
And then, tis like, ere this, mine hated rival 
Of diadem and beauty ſleeps regardleſs. 
Ol by th' all-pow'rful deity T worſhip! wh 
Should fortune mock me there, this ſhall not fail. 
<C "_ bis hand to his favord.) 


(c of ) | 
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A Foreſt at a ſinall Diſtance from the * We: . 
| Tſpaban. © 


Hansr, Mrs RVA Ny, and otters, 


A Tempeſt. 8 


| Hamer. Was ever ſuch a morn of terrors is tee : 
What rage of warring winds ! what burſts of thunder! 
With ſuch tremendous ſheets of flaſhing fire, 
That nature ſhudder'd at th' approaching ruin. 
Mirwan. SS | all fear'd, all trembled, for your, 
alet 
Hamet. But for t the ſhelter of a friendly oak, 
Whoſe ſturdy trunk for centuries had bray'd 
Heav'n's flaming bolt, and rough encount'ring blaft ; 
I muſt have periſh'd, in the hideous conflict. 
I fear the forces, that were fix'd to meet ux 
On the adjacent plain, have ſuffer'd much. 
Mirwan. . as eſcap d, the light'nings baneful 
a bla * 
(For many fell). have fought, the thickets ſhelter. - . 


Enter Zul. 


2 Our = holy Prophet guard of the Kalte great 
| ruler! 

But adds as to the limits of this foreſt, 
Anxious I haſted, fearfyl for your 'r 
Amidſt this dire convulſion of the elements, 
I faw a wand'ting fair with an attendant. 
Not diſtant far, in ſeeming ſore diſtreſs, 

Hamer. »Tis ſtrange what fate could mix her 
| with theſe terrors ? 
Let's ſeek ber out: perhaps we yet hin, fave her. * 
Heav' n foum d the brave its e for the fair: * 


15 go is f 
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Scene 9 and ALMEYDA is 19 . an 
Attendant ſupporting h er. 


Attendant. No Roger can my zir'd, thoygh willing, 
ö 
Support ber weight, let's reſt beneath this rock. 
| 2 wood, though near the confines w the palace, 
ay yield us ſafe retreat: the trees thic 
5 ; paths all e e e pale, | 
ur fell purſyers, widft this. cram 6 0 f.horrors,, 4518 
Wy = ng, Joſt their Wh. WF. 
 Merey, ; $906 ra! 


I ie icy Im TM MUS: Al} to death. 
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04 cat'e open, ant an 01 Man, comes | forts 7 


Old. man. Methought, ! heard the, voice of deep, 
_- Giftphſg. 2 PH PI 1995007 207 
Say, what art thou? wad 688 this hapleſs Kir, ; 
To all this rage of tempeſt, thus ex pos'd'? 
uren. 0 help to 'raife ber "frow this fearful. 
trance 
(be Old man approaches n near to Almeyda.) 
On man. I have a medicine compos d of 24 We | 
Whofe friendly virtues I have oft experi- 


nc d: 
I will eſſay it here: (e Kartiaifigrn 7 Ng again He; 


eat As 1931; 11.418. 
And to her death: pal derte ge, U 
Ms loth ſo ad ARID 2 0 a val 


1. 2 10 ) 970, ien 5 
| fo. HAM E 7 2 \M/ 12 M ani Aeaday 


Zang. This is 5 * * that I juſt no . 
Tanin H, Nuk %, APs SEN 5 
N e e 
CL N Cl y 2 | By 
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By the eternal pow'r! it is my love 1. 
Wbat could have brought her to this ſtate of miſery ; 
Expos'd to this fierce conflict of the heavens ? 
Almeyda. Where am I? Are not you a man ou 
ſtand off.— 
88 8—ſte !—my father—fpettacle of horror © 
There,—there,—on yon cold turf ; ;—pale,—bloody 
73 +: ee 
O Hamet! Hamet! had 1 1 the victim, 
Then had I bleſs'd thee with my parting breath. 
Hamer, Pather.?—blood ? —Hamet ?— victim? 
Moſt wonderful !— 
Omar. O! try, ſweet lady, to compoſe your ſpi- 
rits! 
m. can that tender frame ſupport hits tumults. 
Almeyda. Who cou'd ſuſpect his e ardent 
vows? - 
Or that ſuch heav'nly form conceal'd dior ? 
Dart, dart your bolts, ye thunders, at my head bi 
Tis death alone, can rid me of my woes. 
Hamet. What fraud is this ? What hell con- 
certed ſcheme? 
By Gant truth! by our chaſte, mutusl loves 1- 
Not nature's ſelf is to her courſe more true, 
Than J to thee, thou dear celeſtial mad 
O ſpeak ! Thoſe eyes, that glare upon me thus, 
Vet ſee me not, nor with thy ſoul hold ſympathy.— 
It is thy Hamet ſues. | 
Alnehda. Why let him come HY 
He will not kill me n would be too king.— 
Rage, tempeſt ! rage thou rt not ſo herce as 
F 157 man x 
Take, take my life kot ſpare, 0¹ ſpare the 
__ chaſtity 
Of a poor orphan, deſtitute of ſuccour ! 
. Hamet. Is there none rs; that can unfold this 
myſtery? 
Attendant. Wou'd ſhe were Aboard with fome 
Place of ſafety f/ 
Where, when the tempeſt of her ſoul is calin's;- £ 
We may unfold her tale of grievous ſorrow. © + 


Olla. 
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Hamet., Alas! the ſinks again Heap! * 
„ her in! 1 75 
ee ( They g into | the cave. 750 


1 SCENE w. 


The Palace, " 1 | ! 


E 4 


Malen. ou, * cue ans l 


Aimoran. What, yet no news of this HARD, xr Se fate? 
Was None * have reach d us, It. he cart 


eſcape z.. |. 
Ey n of his guards, fome have. been von 10 ſerve 
vou: | N 


Nor is there one, 1 — for. the ring: ow offer d, 
Would nat betray the prophet they adore : 


(A Mund of. warb) 
Almeran., This ſpeaks 4 tidings. 8 17 


= g Enter. an ore ICE 85 800 falls profhrate. 


| G, . Get king of kings! 
gran. Riſe, ſlave! And when Jour: mak 
es 80% dt aan permits, 291 | 
Pronounce the news you bring l There is no mifery 
In fate's black ſtores, that look doth not, preſage · 
Officer. Under the ſhelter of a duſky miſt, 

At dawn of morn, the Tartars ſtole upon us. 
What though your troops had, all the night before, 
To guard againſt ſurprize, untented teh d! 

heir van, a body of gigantic ſiae, 
With iron maces arm'd, whoſe fatal. n 
Nor temper d helm, nor buckler could reſiſt:: 
Nee wildly ruſbia on with hideous 8 


. 
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Amare and terror ſpread through e. every Na, 
And rout awhile enſued. 
 Almoran. © | Ha! Coward- rebels — 
I any betray'd—ill-omen'd ſlave ! what further ? 
Officer. But for the brave Axares, who repreſs'd 
The hot purſuit, and ſtay'd the victor foe, Ar 
They had been at our m_ 


an. Peace; daſtard! peace! 


This arm, with half your numbers, thrice hath 
| chas d 
Thi rage rabble, to their dreary wilds 


Enter another Or FICER. 


2d Officer. Pardon your ſlave! : as, from the camp 
I haſted, ; 
I. met our late king Hamet on full ſpeed, 
Regardleſs of the tempeſt's wrathful wreck, 
Nor far behind a body of your troops, 
Headed by two of Perfia's chief commanders, 
Mirvan and Zama, of his firmeſt friends, 
To j join Aæares the Armenian prince. 
— All, all retire awhile ; ; 1 chooſe fome 
privacy — 
Vet wait *. a call; the, time is ſhort. 


* go of) 


Curs'd. ſtars —damnation! whither fled my ſenſes, 


That this Armenian dog ſhould now exiſt ? 

That one ſo link'd to my deteſted rival, 
Should at this day be leader of our armies? 

Yet ſome few hours may give him tomy vengeance. — 


This brother too. Then, may I ſcorn the Tartar— | 


Should there be in my breaſt a ſingle park 
Of love or pity left, .I-hencetorth baniſh i Ny 
As foreign, from the ſafety. of a crown, _- 
And fear alone * future rule ſhall ſtabliſn. 


(gue of) | 


SCENE 


— OI — — — — — _ — — poet 
a —— — — — — — ang, 


Ae 
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ws” 


A plan near a Wes, in view of the cer 8 
appear Hau r and Ou AR, the Lords Mixvax, 
Zana, and others, at a ſmall ed 


Hanel. What led you to this place of deep con- 
cealment? 
Omar. It is the ſame, whither I was conducted, 
The night I was releas'd from my interment ; 
And where oft” ſince in ſafety I have reſted. | 
Hamet. Shews ſhe no AY of rerarning 
reaſon ? 
Omar. O no, alls darkneſs gill and wild Wat 
MES. 
Nor does the fave, that led her to cn covert, FISTS 
Leſs ſtrangely talk than his diſtreſſed charge. 
Hamet: And ſhall I leave her now, (diſtracting 
6 thought !) - 
Midft all this mazy labyrinth of woe? | 
A. The public ſafety, thine and her's demand 
MR; 


8 moments muſt decide the fate of all | 
| Hamet. But oh! what torment can exceed that in- 
15" merval f © 
Didſt thou but know her worth, and how I love, | 
'Then would'ſt thou wonder, if I kept my reaſon. 
But this will too much grieve thy tender nature. 
Omar. Deſpair not, prince ! Yet may th* auſpt- 
cious pow'r, 
Thar ſhields the guiltleſs, and delights i in virtue, 
Reſtore Almeyda to her faithful Hamel. | 
The ills, that have befall'n, let's :crive to heal: 
What yet with threat'ning aſpect low” r upon us, 
Forewarn'd, we may with heav'n's kind aid prevent. 
Hamel. ben, for awhile, I'll tear me from this 
-mourner, 
9 1 oy bin 8 And 


r 


And. to n ee care een hs config her, 
: Now, fate, diſpoſe of Hamet as thou wilt. 
"45 (He moves towards his attendant. ) 
At leon, my lords, the tempelt's rage hath ceas d, 
And the heav'ns Fer us, with a milder alpeQ.. . \ 
Was not our brother to have met the forces, 
Here on this plain, that are to join the camp? 
Z * N he ſhunn d the terrors * Ho 
morn. | 


Asus in "Ty « 


| 1 N Fly, fly, good prince, your life TY 
on a moment. 
Wikia kbis little ſpace, our monarch Almoran, 
Taking advantage of your early abſence, | 
Conven'd the prieſts, the nobles, and the people, 
Before the royal moſque ; where he pronounc'd 
Pour claim to half o Perfia' s throne a forgery. 
In vain the people ſtrove t aſſert your right: 
A choſen band of hireling ruthleſs ruffians, 8 || 
With keen-edg'd falchions cut their bloody way; : 
And ſtrew'd the e with our eg ei- 
| tixens. | 
An herald then aloud proclainvd you, traitor: 
And for your head whole provinces are offer'd. 
 Hamet. I fear not aught, while Perfiz's troops 
ſtand firm. 
Meſenger. O] truſt them not, for bribe? have 
reach'd all ranks, 
But theſe diſpatches will inform you further. 
(He delivers a letter to the ll. * ” reads ) 


"08 Moſt puiſſant prince! 

This morning, juſt as it dawn'd, Lord a 
* FiGuitd in one of your habits, by ſome foul 
< ſtratagem, got admittance to the fair Almeyda's | 
15M apartment.” . 
7 e te !—and in my dreſs diſguiz'd} — 
(Reads on.) 

Not 


or 


3 L MET DAN 
* Not ſucceeding ! in the attempt he made upon her 

virtue, he would have forc'd her, had not her 
'« father lord Abdalla, rous d by her ſhrieks, ruſh'd 
4% into her chamber. The tyrant ſtraightway flew 


« him, but ſhe, amidſt the confuſion moſt 5 
Mi eſcaped, and bas not ſince been heard of. . 


1 much abus d —perhap Unddae 
Her father ſlain and all ſhe thinks by «MY 
Where is the melſepger ? 
Mir van. He ſcarcely aid to breathe. 
_ Hamet. Almeyda loſt—and with her ev'ry joy !— 
Burſt! burſt, my brain come, dear di raQtion ! 
PO + CO 
Let us away ! let's range the ſpacious globe! 
Let's to the foreſts ! to the ſtony defart! 
To barren ſands ! and cverkſiing ſnows! 
Not the grim leopard, nor the briſtly boar, 
The fierce hyæna, or the rav nous ty ger, 
Equal in ſavage wildneſs, this deſp ler. 
There, there, ſhe flies — See! n purſues her, 
Through the ne! brake, all Ver beſmear d with 
0 
Zana. O1 may your flave beſeech vou to have 
patience. a 
Haret. Who talks of patience? preach it to the 
- | tempeſt. —— 
He has ber now. — Now, now, he ſeizes her. 
To me ſhe cries —— This, tyrant, to thy heart ! 
(He totters a while and falls 2 
Zana. Alas! he's fall'n. 
 Mirvan, © Help? my Jed, to raiſe him. 
. raiſe him up.) 


Zama. How he trembles! | 
Mirvan The frenzy; which bath wrought | 
His tortur'd 3 will quickly waſte itſelf, 
And all be calm a _ . 
amet gives a great fob. ) 
"Fa 5 1 HFis ſoul Nerat A 
; Hamet. 


* 


my fame; 7. 


Cold damps. bedew me o'er, and Tm all languid. — 


My lords, I bluſh at this unmanly weakneſs,.  _ 
When ev'ry motive urges me to /” 
Shall. Inot fly this, inſtant to the palace; 
And with a thouſand gaſhes mark the monſter? 


Mirwan. Each paſs; is Suarded, but mean While 


the Tartar _ 
May reach our gates, whither he bends kis 5 way. ; 
_Hamet. Not the fond turtle, that bebolds its mate 
By the fierce falcon oer the plain purſu'd, 
In horror loft, unable to afl, 
Eer felt ſuck | pangs, as wring this tortur d heart. 
Zama. Some ſcouts report that the Armenian CE 
Is poſted near this plain, within n foreſt, 
Which you, dread prince, with hurried ſpeed may 
reach. 
without delay, we ſhall collect che forces, 
The ftorm diſpers d, and lead them to your banners. 
Hamet. Now, by. the ſacred aſhes of our ſire, _ 
Thi immortal Solyman I 'ere the next 8 
One throne, g Artie ſhall not contain us both. 


* 125g evan 2. "(They ge off difirent un 
bak © E N * VI. 
A Foreſt. 
—— Ma u. fene @ nn 


Old}; man. That they can here remain conceal. — 


D Impoſſible: 
If they're diſcoyer'd; * death's' my certain portion. 


Tis true, this holy man, hath been moſt bounteous; 


But avarice encreaſes with poſſeſſingB; 
And large rewards are offer d to:fecure them. 
Then, they're my gueſts, and here in facred truft : 
And faith and truth plead ſtrongly. in their favours 
And yet our Solyman, ſo . juſt : effccn'd, 

Whole countries ravag d from that cauſe alone, | 
O_o other J invelhontgl, e for them. 


T, RIVAL KINGS. 3 
Hamet. Where bave. I been ?—a trembling ſhakes. 


Vea, 


& 4 od 2 : f 5 ; C F. Ss ; A \ | 4 : | 5 * 
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Yea, ev'n the ſceptre, he fo greatly ſway d, 
Was by his fire from its poſſeſſor raviſh'd, 
From prince to peaſant, then, tis plunder all. 
| Beſides, tis ſaid they're traitors to the ſtate z* 
If fo, twere 'gainſt my duty to conceal them. + 
In youth and age I've been twice twenty years, 
The wtetched guardian of yon gloomy manſions; 

Where pride lies low, and all diſtinction reſts: 

« And now it ſeems, as if my friendly ſtars, 

*« This booty offer'd, that mine eve of life, | 
„% May with ſome comfort cloſe. 80 ſpeed me, 
64, 0s fortune!” EOS CELLS 
ene 
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A Field near a large Plain, where the Perfian Army 

Axinzs, the Armenian Prince, i diſcouered, lying on 
Axares. Am 1 awake? and is that heav'n's great 

light, | 

That flames thus crimſon o'er yon eaſtern hill? 

All nature ſeems refreſh'd with ſweet repoſe ; 

But I, to whoſe tir'd ſenſe and love ſick heart, 

Nor cheerful day, nor care compoſing night, 

Can bring relief,—O wretched heart! fad ſeat 

Of conſtant ſorrow - wou d I were at peace 

Sure ſtern misfortune hath not in its quiver 

A ſhaft of keener woe than hopeleſs love ! 


Hau r appears. 


£ 


— 6 rd 
My friend tis as I fear'd.——Ah! my Axares! 
Howe er thou may ſt aſſume the placid mien, 


Hamet. This way, methoughtt the voice of mourn- 


To 


The NI AL NIN GS. 3 ũ ö6˙E 


To hide na that rankles in thine heart, 
It breaks through-all Adige 
Aare. Alas! my pref" 
Who that has feelings, can unmov'd behold 
The bloody carnage of the late fought field, 
With all the — that fell ambition makes? 
Hamer. But is there not beſide ſome boſom grief, 
Which, canker like, preys on thy youthful bloom, 
And pales thy eheek .I am myſelf a man, 
O'erwhelm' d. with forrow, and, were it a time, 
Could ſuch a train of ditter woes relate 
Which have befall'n me ſince we parted laſt, 
That thou would'ft wonder, I now live to tell them. 
Axares. I've heard, I feel them all; but they may 
terminate, 
And with ſure bliſs and triumph crown your ſuff' rings. 
Mine ne er can end. Wherefore, O. covet not, 
To vin that ſecret, which till on life's verge, 
I muſt Ou but ſoon that hour will come. | 
(Flouriſh of trumpets. ) 
Hamet. Hark! the PE firing trumpet rings to 
arms. 
Axares. bl wakes the morning watch, the hour ap- | 


Thi i important hour, that muſt decide the fate 
Of you, my prince, and Aas mighty empire. 
here was a time, when Perfia's warlike ſons 
Shone foremoſt in the liſts of fame and glory: 
Grant heav'n! they now retrieve their late loſt honour. 
Hamet. None once ſtood more renown'd for feats of 
valour. 
But with great Solyman all virtue fled ; 
And in its ſtead, came luxury and vice, 
With all the fell attendants of their train ; 
Feeble effeminacy, foul corruption, 
Unmanly pleaſures, cowardice of heart. 
Arares. What, though awhile the active ſpirit 
ander 
Vet, when the heav'n born ſpark, which now lies 
buried, 
Shall at The flame of virtue be rekindled ; 


Eq | Thea 
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Then will it blaze up with redoubled laftre. 
Axares. As, now, at ſight of their Aopen Hamet, 
The drooping ſpi irits of your troops:rgyive, * © 
And all wait eafneſt, for the approaching combat. 
Hamet. Wou'd they were prov'd! this ſudden fire 


may languiſh. 
Arareu. Propitious heav'n 0000s to your wiſh i in- 

1 dulgent. | 
= Along yon hill, far as mine eyes can re,” 
4 I mark a cloud, the duſt of many feet. 

. Tis ſure the Ti artar foe: they mean ſu 

N Hamet. Shall we advance, and ate them on 
7 their march? 

$ Axares, Our troops are ready form'd upon the 
FR lain. 

Tf Suß pole we wait them there? the ſpace | is large. 

I Hamet. Their diſtance yet, may yield ſome pauſe 
if for counſel. | 
5 So let's a0 -m breaſt with ardour 180 "a 

Wn And ev'ry nerve, with double ſtrength ſeems brac'd. 

3 O, thou Supreme! who ruPft the fate of empires! 

LE Grant meet ſucceſs may'crown our juſt defigns ! 

4 Our country refcue from theſe fell barbarians ; 

23 And on this tyrant king avenge the world ! 

£1 (The pw of 
#1 e 4 
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A Council of War in a Pavilion, on. a Plain, 
where the Perſian Army are encamped. 


Hamer, Min. Mixvan, Zana, and others. 


Hamet. HI 8 ſudden halt, from their ſo rapid 
; ' March, -.. * 
Beyond the wood, beſpeaks ſome deep defign. 

Axares To lure us, (tis moſt like) to break the 

order, | 

In which we here moſt firmly and embattled. 

Mir van. Or elſe, to paſs between us and the city, 
Now 1n their view. 

Zana. Such an attempt were fruitleſs ; 
Two only ways lead thither from the wood, 
And each meet on this . | 
| ( A clarron ſounds. ) 

A Some tidings this. 


Enter in haſte an Op x ICE R and Soldiers. 


Officer. Dread prince! but now, as On my watch 
I moy'd, 

heard a voice from a contiguous cofiſe 
Muttering (midſt others) theſe alarming undd. 
Hamet—/{ttter—poiſor——roſhing towards it; 
I ſpy'd a ſtranger in a foreign garb; 
And in his hand a paper, which, confusd, 
He haſtily unclos'd, and viewing tore, 
Caſting the broken fragments to the wind. 
Straight, 


ss ALMEYDA: O,' 
Straight, his whole frame was fearfully conyuls'd ; 
And all that we could learn ere he expird, - 
Was, that bis fate was for our prince intended. 
But afterwards, on ſearching him we found 
This royal ſignet of our dread king Almoran. 
Hamet. That looks not well. 
Axares. | Yet ſomewhat fortunate, 
As it betrays deſigns of deadly. miſchief, - 
And may portend ſome further boon from heaven. 


Tuer anather Or FICER. - 


ah Some en report: the Tartar! lem in 
motion. 


N a. poſt—wel wait them on the 
4 They go ef.). 
8 © D N E u. 
The Palace. 
| ALMORAN' n 


A Rus in beard. 5 
Almitan. Wherefore this ſhout ? 
Oſmin. - It ſeems the voice of triumpb. 


Eier caurs, and falls pruftratr. 


Almoran. Your kaſte ſpeaks eager. zeal>-——your 
tidings ? —riſe. 
Caled. Omnar, great prince with the Circaffian 
fai 
Almoran. Are taken. Thanks, thou mighty ſource 
1 of light! 
1 alſo l- O the tranſport ! but 1 
Calad. Deep in the boſom of a neighbouring wood, 
Deſcends a cave, with ivy mantled oer; 
1 | 'There 
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There lay this beauty, and might ſtill have reſted 
From ev'ry eye conceal'd, but thoſe alone, 5 
And they but few, ) to het retirement. privy, 
Had not her hoſt for the rich bribe betray'd her. 
With her I found, that old ſeditivus prieft, 
Omar, the minion of the brainleſs rabble; 
In the fame hermit's guiſe, in which (before) 
He dar'd proclaim againſt your ſacred rights. LY 
Almoran. Theſe ſervices ſurpaſs all means of 
gratitude, | 
And leave your prince a beggar in your debt. 
But how have you diſpos'd of theſe rich prizes ? 
Calid. The hoary prieſt without e your ſum- 
mons. 
. With Mlugda . 
Cl.... Too weak to keep our x pace, 
She's left in ruſty hands upon the way. | 
Alnoran. Then, nothing's done; without ber all 
is vain. 
Cala Had you beheld her, you'd pronounce me 
'  blameleſs. © 
In ſpeechleſs trance, the lovely mourner ſat, 
Pale as a lilly, from whoſe tender leaf, 
Remorſeleſs ſhow'rs had ſwept its ſnowy down, 
And ſeem'd regardleſs of all future fortune. 
Almoran. Talk not of pity, 'tis the voice of fools. 
And ſuits not enterprize. Let her be lodg'd 
In ſome retir'd apartment of the palace. 
Thither, I will on love's ſwift wings repair, 
And on the luſcious banquet feaſt for ever. 
Meanwhile, away, produce the rebel prieſt. 
_ , (Caled withdraws, and returns wvith Omar and guards.) 
Why throbs 7 heart thus, ata dave $ approach ? 
| L (Afar) 
What haſt thou now to hope, ſeditions wretch | * 
Omar. What haſt thou Not to fear, nee 
prince ?. 
i Preſumptuous vaſſal ! weak as arrogant. 
Where is the pow r that Anm, can fear ? N 
Omar. 


$8 _ AL MEV DA Oy, | 
Omar. Thine own, vain man, to 5 40 all mot 


dangerous 
Auna. a the rack—Infernal powers, 
| aſſiſt ! Tr | 
Invent new tottures for this hoary, caltiff 1 X 
Omer. Though whelm'd in wretchedueſs ſecurs 
'.. +0 ee, 
I dare defy the monarch of the Eaſt. | 
Thou map'ſt this aged fleſh with pincers s tear, 
But there is that within thou can'ſt not reach, 
Which dares deſpiſe thee, even upon the rack. | 
Alnoran. Daſt thou not with to die? 
Omar. That would betmy 
The daſtard fool. that dreads to meet ill fortuae, 
Yet, who would "with to live, and living ſee, - 
Monſters like thee, heay'ns ſubſtitutes on earth ?. 
Almoran. Tons for the thought! J will enjoy it 
| u 
And thou ſhall 8 5 and thou ſhall ſee my 
triumph, + 
And ſhalt thy boaſted fortitude indulge, 
Ewv'n on the rack to which thou hadſt defy'di'me.. 
Yet, ſhall that wretched carcaſe be ts" ahh 
Whilſt by a ſingle ſpark of life'tis warm'd, 
Jo be a jeſt and mockery at revels, 
Till rackd with envy, thou ſhalt beg to dis- 
Omar. I cannot envy what | muſt delpiſe 4 $55 117 
So, uſe your ſavage will as ſuits it beſt, _ 
Yet hear, proud monarch tremble at this ſentente. 
That pow'r ſupreme, whoſe laws thou - dar 
prophane,, 
Albeit his vengeance ſtands a while ſuſpendeds | 
Ere long will cruſſi thee with a ſudden rum- 
Almoran. Mutes — fla ves.— Away with bim. —Ye 


know my will. 
1 ** bear him off. ) 
Alnoran, (To Caled. ) Away—deſpatch the neceſ- 
5 ſary orders; 
| (aue. ) That done, attend me in be audience 
a 85 _ * 
dome 


. 
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Some matters of bigh | import claim your counſel. 
FE (All go off but Oſmin. ; 
Ofmin. A private conf Tence in the audience 
- chamber, —— _ 
Twas ſurely ſo, or much my ear deceiy'd me. 
This cannot bode me well. Behind the arras, 
J may in ſafety learn his black deſigns. — 
I'll haſte before them to the place appointed. 
I doubt, my ſecret plots and correſpondence, | 
By ſome croſs accident, have been diſclos d. 
Is then my downfal doom'd ? are all my glories, 
And all the golden profpeQs I had cheriſh'd, 
In one ſhort moment blaſted ? fearful thou ght! ! 
Now, friends like ſhadows, with the light will vaniſh, 
And ev'ry tongue be ready to accuſe; 
All benefits forgot, each fault remember'd ; 
Nor will invention's baneful aid be wanting, 
Toblacken and defame ?—Some deſperate caſt 
Alone can ſave.— Kind fortune, be my guide! 


| f (He 0 ) 
SCENE m 
Near the Field of Battle 


Minvan and uber Oxricen TH 


Mos; 588 halt; 3 and guard this paſs; it is b of. 
moment. 


Confuſion hath already ſeiz d the foe, 8 

And rout as quick will follow. Saw you our king ? 

_ Officer, I did. Hes every, where, and BEN his 
8 orders tf 1 


6 Calm and compos'd : arvidft a thouſand deaths. / 


Enter HAMET and ſeveral. Perſian Orr Ice Ns. 


Hanel. Stop the purſuit ! only a part bath fled : 
This may be ſtratagem; their centre ſtands. © * 


But 
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But this way, haſtes a party of our troops. 
+ Enter Zaun, Or ricgRs, Ce. 


Zama. Hail, Afia's glorious 2 the day is your's. 
Whilſt the fierce Tartar chieftain, ¶Octar) fought, - 
Slaughter moy'd with him, and th' event hung doubt- 
E „ 

But the Armenian prince, the brave Axares, | 
Midſt the thick carnage ſought the ſavage hero; 
When meeting arm to arm, in combat fierce, 
All gor'd with wounds, they both together fell- 
The Tartar ſtraight expir'd : the prince yet lives 
Pouring inceſſant bleſſings on his Hamet. > 
Hlamet. O dear bought victory! Conduct me to 

| him. oy (They go off ) 


s S E N. E W. 


A Part of the Field of Battle, where Axares is ſup- 
ported; Hamet, Zana and others appear and ap- 
proach him. | | 


Hamet, O prince! O my Axares ! O my friend! 
Wherefore ? O wherefore ! was that fatal raſhneſs. 
That needneſs plung'd, where fierceſt laughter rag'd, 
And courted danger, valour might have ſhunn'd ? 

Axares. At length, thank heavin! my day of life 

LL es OY es | 
And ſorrow long conceal'd, hath reach'd its limit. 
is what I much have wiſh'd, *tis. what I ſought. 
But oh! permit me to implore your pardon, 
Whilſt I the ſource of all my woes reveal, _ 


That ſecret grief, that prey'd on your Axares.- 


Know then, I lov'd but lov'd, alas! in vain, 
Hamet. we 4-7 holds not a maid, how rich 
oc'er_ | | 927 75 


In wealth or titles, who were not exalted, 
If lov'd by thee, the pride of Aſia's youths, 
Arxares. Thanks with my lateſt breath—O 


L lov'd 


patience then! 


| | 1 | 24 r 


11ov“d—1 lov d 3 
Hamet. Hal Aimeyda. 
Axares. O! ſtay your cenſure, till I tell you all, 
I journey'd with her from Circaſſias court, 
Whither I had on embaſſy been ſent, 
Shortly before your royal father ſlept. | 
Her matchleſs form, her ſoul-enchanting converſe | 
Soon made a captive of my raviſh'd ſoul, 
Then, quite unconſcious of your early loyes. 
With flatt'rin ng hopes, I let the fond deluſion 
Convey me from myſelf, far, far to ſea, 
Ere I perceiv'd the ſhore had been forſaken. 
But how I've ſtruggled ſince to wean my heart, 
And to regain its freedom, witneſs heaven ! 
I courted pleaſures, then I ſought retirement, 
'Then, plung'd amidft the foremoſt ranks of war, 
But all rebelPd againſt me; all conſpird, 
To plunge me deeper, and compleat my ruin. 


Hamet, Ill-fated youth! Wou'd heav'n this had w 


not been! 
Axares. O! grieve not more at my diſaftrous for- 
tune. 
Soon to thoſe bleſt abodes, I ſhall be wafted, 
Where love no more in fruitleſs ſighs ſhall mourn ; 
Nor pine for joys, it cannot hope to reach. 
Delay not then, but haſten to the city ; - 
The tyrant hath not one, t eſpouſe his 1 2.4 
Save thoſe, whom fear, or bribe, not love, hath won, 
My ſpirits fink apace 3 and darkneſs gathers. 
May all the pow'rs that in chaſte love delight, 
With never-fading tranſports, bleſs you both, 
You—you—molt happy prince, and your Aimerda t 
Farewel! O think no more of me !-—Parewel | ! 
Dies. 
Hamet, O! firſt in honour, friendſhip, truth and 
valour.— | 8] 
O! loſt for ever to this mournful heart=— — 
Like ſome fair plant, by the rude blaſt 0 'erturn'd, 
In its new bloom, he lies a beauteous ruin, 
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Enter an Or Ic R. 


Officer. Moſt puiſſant prince ! ſuch of the Tartar 
troops, | $5 
As 'ſcap'd the ſlaughter of th* enſanguin'd field, 
Are all ſurrounded at a narrow paſs, 
And claim your royal clemency. 
Hamet. 1 We grant it, 
Yet, only as it ſuits the public ſafety ; 
But *twou'd be dang'rous now to ſet them free. 
Next, for this conqueror, this noble youth, 
A grateful tomb of monumental braſs, 
Shall tell poſterity his matchleſs fame, 
And all the heart-felt ſorrows of his friend. 


(They go off.) 
S$CRNKEV. 
An Antichamber in the Palace. 
Os MIN. | 


This is th' appointed place, whither P've come, 
Like ſome night-watching thief, on rapine bent, 
Appall'd at ev'ry breeze, each ſtirring leaf. 

O guilt! thy wages ſhou'd be paſſing great, 

'To recompenſe the terrors that await thee. 

But wherefore this? *Tis now too late for ſcruples. 

mbition's on the wing, and muſt not pauſe : 

Tis the event alone gives fame, or infamy ; 
If we miſcarry, down we fink inglorious ; 
But if by fortune favour'd, then are heroes. 
J hear the tread of feet: Þll take my ſtand. | 
| 5 (He retires behind the arras.) 


Enter 
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Enter ALMORAN- 
8 Again I'm baffled. ure, tis incan- 
ien! 
Nor prayers, nor threats could move, ſhe ſcorn'd 
them all. 
Yet, by the ſun! although beyond all ſuPrance, 
Her virgin purity ſo aw'd my ſoul, 
And to ſuch wild exceſs my paſſion drove me, 
T could have caſt my ſceptre at her feet ; 
Have vow d myſelf her doting ſlave for ever. 
And then, ſome wayward fortune brought our ſiſter 
Amidſt this parley ſcreaming to the chamber, 
Where this proud fair was lodg'd by my appaint- a 
ment. 
Tot muſt ſhe yield tion of trumpets.) But un 
ſome new alarm! 


Enter an Or FICER. 


Officer. All adoration to the Eaſt's great monarch ! 
The Tartars are diſpers'd ; their leader ſlain. 

Almoran, Of Hamet what An: or I'll ſtrike | 

| thee eng | | 


Enter another Or r 10ER. | 


2d. Officer. Dread king! a powrſul party of. your. 

forces, 

With conqueſt fluſh'd, and headed by lord Hamet, 
Speed hither, and proclaim him on their march, - 

Sole monarch of your realms, | 

Almoran. Be dumb for ever! 
Shut all the gates,—cover the walls with troops. 

Rouſe all the citizens away yet bold. 
F 2 This 


— 


FR ALME T D A: Or, | | 
| This rival brother, ſtill hath been their minion, . 
i 
My horſe—I Il head my guards yet hold again - 
That muſt not be to ſtake a crown poſſeſs' d, 
Againſt a raſh and caſual caſt were madneſs. 
Curs'd fate]! on what? on whom can I rely ?f— 
Doubts riſe on doubts confuſion meets confuſion. 
if. Officer. Threefold his force, my liege, of 
| Perſias troops, 1 | 
Won to your cauſe, and led by valiant Caled, 
Sped to oppoſe him on his progreſs bither. _ 
Almoran, As I could with. — Where's the Armenian 
prince? | 25 
Officer. He fell in fingle combat with the Tartar. 
Almoran. ( Afide. ) I now deſpiſe this ſhallow, raſh 
: _ adventurer: _ 5 
Then treaſure hath been laviſh'd 'mongſt his followers. 
Away, and let me know each moment's fortune. 


(Officer goes off.) 
| (Flouriſh of trumpets. 
This, by the light! is triumph. —If my rivals, 
8 ' (Draws his ſword.) 


This ſhall not miſs his heart : too long I've trifled. 
Enter C 4 1b. 


Caled. Firſt and ſole monarch of the Eaſt, live 
| ever ! | 7: 
The rebel party, which lord Hamet headed, 
Fled at th' approach of your undaunted troops. 
In the purſuit, it was my chance to ſeize him, 
And now in chains, he waits your final ſentence. 
Almoran. „ re. keen poniard done me quicker 
Juſtice, 
My thanks had been entire :. yet much is due. 
1 Be this my birth day ! I neer liv'd before. 
= _  Giveorders, that our vizier be ſecurd ; 
44 "There is no fafety, whilſt that traitor lives. 
Ev'a fince the morning, ſome of his deſpatches, 
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Of dang'rous import to our crown and ſafety, 

Not only to my rival, but the Tartar, 

Were ſeiz'd upon the way, and hither brought. 

As thou'rt a man, in whom I can confide, 
This fignet take and tablets, there you'll find 

The names of thoſe, my will to death hath doom'd, 
Of whom, O/min the firſt, See it be done. 


(Caled goes F.) 


i Great fourifh of . 


Enter Ha MET in ak officer and N 


(ue. to an attendant.) Haſte to th adjacent 8 


chamber, hither bring 
The captive maid |—=now ſhall 1, ſpite of fortune, 
Sate with revenge and love my thirſting ſoul. 
Hamet. Diſpatch me ſtraight, if thou would'ſ rid 
| thy ſoul —- 

of all the terrors my exiſtence give thee. 

Almoran. That wou'd not fill the meaſure of my 

vengeance. : 

No, PII firſt wring thy heart, till thou doſt curſe 
'The hour that gave thee being, and thy prophet ; 

Then will I hurl thee to eternal miſery. 


Hamet. Vain wretch ! thou vaunteſt far beyond 


thy pow'r, 

Wert thou now arm'd with ev'ry fierceſt torment, 
Wherewith the fiends amidft the burning ws 
With never-ceaſing rage purſue the damn'd, | 
Thou could'ſ not awe the ſoul that knows no > fear, 
dave to W the righteous will of heaven. 


Enter an Or ick R, with Alu rA and women 
| attendants. | 


01 by our holy prophet ! my Almeyda— 
What, what are whips to this ? pincers, or ines ? 
at 


i 
s 
|= lie -- —— wh 
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What all the tortures hell has in its ſtores · 

e Inſupportable ! | 
(She faints,) 

Hamet. See ! the finks—ſhe falls 

My preſence ſtrikes her dead.—Indulge me, ſirs; 

I am in chains, and cannot ſhun my doom. 

| | (He approaches her.) 

O!] for one moment's life! that ere we part, 

For ever part, my injur'd love may know, f 

That her moſt faithful Hamet never wrong'd her. 
Almoran, Shall I bear this? Mutes, arag * to 

| his fate. 

Not all the pow'rs of darkneſs, nor of light, 

Shall rob me now of this delicious prize. 
Hamer. Forbear a while, and double then your 


vengeance. ; 

She moves—ſhe wakeg-—ſhe lives—all bounteous 
heaven! 

Alas! how grief hath worn her ?——Oh! this 

s 12 f 


Is life is death is rapture is deſpair | 
Almeyda, Where is he now? it was the prince 
*twas Hamet. | 
"Hamet. It i 2 thy Hamet. —Guardian angels, ſhield 
| er | 
Almeyda. That &er his ſoul could harbour ſuch a 
thought ! 
That Cer ſuch Godlike ſemblance veil'd deceit |— 
That e'er he ſhould attempt !—Alas! my heart 
Wou'd fain perſuade itfelf amidft its ſuff'rings, 
That he's ſtill innocent—and muſt he bleed! 
(She turns to Almoran, and falis on her knees.) 
If yet thou think'ſt there is not blood enough, 
And thy inſatiate ſoul ſtill thirſts for more, 
On me——on me alone, exhauſt its rage. 
He cannot, muſt not, ſhall nor die for me. 
Almoran. The fault is Yours. --- 5 
Almerda. Tell— tell i it. Say the ranſom ? 
Almor an. 


. \ 
1 
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Almoran. For ever, Pom this hour, renounce your 
oves, 
And yield, fair mourner, to my fond embrace ; ; 
Thou then, of all the beauties that give luſtre 
To our ſeraglio's paradiſe of joys, 
Where pleaſures revel in eternal round, 
Shalt ſov'reign empreſs reign, by all ador'd. 
(Aſide.) To kill him then, will give my foul due 
Vengeance. 
_ Talk' thou of honour, with the loſs of 
virtue? 
If theſe are the conditions of thy mercy, 
Bring forth the rack, and glut thy favage ſoul. 
Almoran. Virtue! an empty phantom, mere imm 
poſture, 
Contriv'd by knaves, to cheat believing fools 
Of all thoſe joys they would themſelves ingroſs; 
Such joys ! ſuch extaſies ! as thou canſt give. 
Hamer. What do I hear ? —ſure all heay'n's wrath 
1s waſted, 
Or this blaſphemer is their choſen joftrument 
To wreak their vengeance on a guilty land? 
Forbear, angelic maid, to ſue for me : 
Depriv'd of thee, death can no terrors bring . 
Nor can I know a paradiſe without thee. 
Give then, O! give me, but one parting glance; 
That I may bear with me the dear impreſſion, 
Until we meet again in thoſe bleſs'd dwellings, 
Of ceaſeleſs love, and ever-blooming beauty; 
Our deſtin'd lot ere many moments paſs. 
(To Almoran.) Inſulting tyrant ! moſt. preſumptuous 
' monſter! 
Who ſeek'ſt to violate thoſe ſacred flames, | 
Whoſe ſmalleſt ſpark, ne'er to that breaſt found | 
paſlage : 
hand to effect thy lawleſs, brutal purpoſes, 


. . Dar'ft ev'n prophane the awful name of virtue 
If there be juſtice in the realms above, 
Thou ſtand'ſt upon the brink of ſure perdition. 


Almoran, 


* 


Eternal curſes on th' ill fated ſtars, 
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Alnoran. Slaves, bear them hence; . am I not 


obey'd ? = 


| Her to my Hee; him to inſtant death. 
Then, I all pow'rs defy. O/min ere this, 


Hath met the fate his perfidy demanded, 


(Al the Mutes are moving towards Hamet and Almeyda, 


Oſmin rufhes from bebind the arras, and flabs Al- 
moran.) 


Ofmin. No, tyrant -aus les to greet thee 
thus. 
Almoran, His poniard's in my heart. Then this to 


thine. 
(Stabs Oſmin and falls, ) 


That rul'd my 12 hour, and mock me thus Di 
| ies. 

Oſmin, Quick ſeize on Caled lle the _ 

bears 


For purpoſes of blood : I doon?'d the firſt.” 
(To Almeyda.) Divine, much injur'd maid ! dry up 
thoſe tears. 
When Tm no more (as I ſhall quickly be,) 
This writing will inform you, that your Hamet 


Is innocent, (as I, alas ! am guilty,) 


Of all the wrongs you have unjuſtly ſuffer'd. 

Oh ! what are now my flattering dreams of greatneſs ! 
Take—take them all, but for one added moment, 
And muſt I meet the awful eye of juftice ! 


Hide me, ye mountains! ſwallow me, ye ſeas! 


I go—I go—down,—dowu——oh, mercy ! mercy ! 


Dies.) 


Enter lords MILAN and Zama, with ſeveral 
Perſian Officers, f 


Mir van. Hail, mighty prince! 907 bath ii 
| period 


Spread 
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Spread through your troops, now poſted round 
NEE your palace, | 
And they, the court, with numbers of your people, 
In joyful throngs pour in to pay their homage. 
Hlamet. Throughout our realms proclaim a gene- 


| ral pardon. 
Already death hath rioted too much. 
This truth henceforth let erring mortals know, 
True peace from conſcious worth alone can flow 
Though _ ambition, leagu'd with lawleſs 
“ luſt, 

« And rage infernal, ſhould aſſail the juſt, 

% Heav'n ſtill makes virtue its peculiar care, 
Nor ſhall they fail, who bravely perſevere.” 
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